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MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

January 5, 2016 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely and Novak, Treasurer Buchmayer, Planning Commission 

Chair Jim Malkowski, and Administrator Pirozzoli.   

 

The minutes of the December meeting were reviewed.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-01 to approve the 

minutes as corrected.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 3-0. 

 

Michael Meidlinger talked to the council about Solar Farms.  Meidlinger, who works for NRG, explained that 

every year the cost of electricity rises (for Xcel customers), but NRG’s cost does not increase by as much, so 

there is a cost savings to NRG customers.  It doesn’t cost a dime to get involved.  NRG requires 200 people to 

sign-up before they will start building the farm, which typically is put on a 5 ½ acre plot of land.  It takes 90 

days to build the farm and fire it up.  The panels are all at the farm; nothing goes on your house.  NRG is new to 

the area and have not built a farm here yet, although one is scheduled to be built in Sherburne County.  So far, 

they have farms in Massachusetts and Colorado.  He is happy to email links to articles that have been written 

about the company.  

 

The list of appointments was reviewed.  Councilman Feely asked if Councilman Novak could become the 

Acting Mayor, and Novak agreed.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-02 to approve the slate as amended.  

Councilman Novak seconded the motion and it passed 3-0. 

 

The following correspondence was reviewed: 

1. Sheriff’s report 

2. Met Council – Final 2015 Housing performance Score 

 

The council reviewed information about Lake Elmo comprehensive plan update change having to do with 

changing the density due to senior housing.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-03 to lend approval to their 

planned update.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 3-0. 

 

Glen Connell was in attendance to update the council on the new city website which recently went live.  The 

council looked at the website and discussed ways to communicate the web address, www.cityofpinesprings.org.  

Pirozzoli will post a notice on the bulletin board and also send a group email.   

 

Invoices received during the month were reviewed: 

   

Waste Mgmt (recycling)                                                        387.66 

  KEJ (Jan. snowplowing)       2,000.00 

 ISD #832 (building rental for part of 2016)          20.00 

 Glen Connell (website subscription)           96.00 

 Brian Buchmayer (laser toner cartridge)           89.78 

 Oakdale Fire Dept.                               1,812.50 



 

Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-04 to pay the invoices as listed.  Councilman Novak seconded the motion 

and it passed 3-0. 

 

Mayor Bastyr reported that he has not yet met with the county workers to discuss septic systems and the 

management thereof.  He recommends that the city wait to accept the new Wash. Co. ordinance pertaining to 

septic systems until after that meeting and he has had a chance to update the council. 

 

Treasurer Buchmayer reminded Mayor Bastyr that the renter is past due.   He also mentioned that the city 

received the 2nd half of the payment for the roads. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:40 P.M.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


