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MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

March 8, 2016 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely, Kardashian and Novak, Planning Commission Chair Jim 

Malkowski, and Administrator Pirozzoli.   

 

Minutes of the February council meeting were reviewed.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 15-08 to approve 

the minutes as corrected.  Councilman Novak seconded the motion and it passed 4-0. 

 

Ron Furchtenicht, 6705 Warner Ave. So., is looking to add on to his garage and install about 35 solar panels on 

the roof.  He presented the council with a site plan.  The roof on the garage would slope to the south and be 

pretty much covered with the panels.  Furchtenicht is hoping to be selected through a lottery for rebates, 

although the plans could go ahead regardless.  Mayor Bastyr requested that he would like to see the profile of 

the addition and Mr. Furchtenicht said he could bring it to the April meeting.  He mentioned that gas and 

electric run under the pad area for the garage addition, so he will need to have those relocated.  Septic and well 

are on the other side of the house.  Kardashian doesn’t believe that solar panels will be a problem in Winmar 

Estates, but from an aesthetic perspective, he would also like to see the profile. 

 

Janet Graham is considering buying a house on 64th Street.  She is a gardener and would like to put a fence 

around a backyard 60’ x 60’ garden.  In studying the code, it looks like the fence could be 6 ft. tall if it’s on the 

rear lot line, but it can be 8 feet tall if it’s 8 feet from the rear lot line.  The council said that if her plans change, 

she should come back to the council with the new plans.  

 

Barb Lorinser is the granddaughter of Roland and Betsy Viau and would like to buy her grandparents’ residence 

on Long Lake Road.  It’s currently a 2-bedroom home and they would need to add a second story to make it a 4-

bedroom home.  The council cautioned that the septic system would likely need to be upgraded to allow for the 

additional bedrooms.  They advised that she work with Washington County to get approved for an upgraded 

septic system before she makes plans to purchase or add onto the home.   

 

Administrator Pirozzoli reported that John Dwyer is looking to make some changes to his home on 64th Street.  

He currently has an indoor pool and he would like to remove it and add additional bedrooms.  Pirozzoli 

cautioned him about the possible need to upgrade his septic system if he will be adding bedrooms.  Mr. Dwyer 

had hoped to attend the meeting but was in class and didn’t make an appearance. 

 

Paula Connell updated the council on the garbage hauling study group meeting.  There is a statute relating to 

organized collection which the city would have to adhere to if the city defines who the hauler is.  She 

distributed a flow-chart illustrating the process that the city would need to take.  Mayor Bastyr feels strongly 

that we need to proceed with caution so it’s done properly.  He wonders if there is an expert that could guide us 

through the process (similar to when we were new to the cell phone tower issue).  Ms. Connell mentioned that 

she has heard that there could possibly be a moratorium on organized collection.  That should not speed us 

along.  The group will continue to gather information. 

 



Councilman Feely reported on roads.  The council briefly discussed the matter of “striping” and decided that we 

aren’t going to pay for any striping in the city.  It was mentioned that the reflectors on the apron on 62nd and 

Hilton are old and no longer effective.  Feely will check with the county to replace those.  The City’s contracted 

snow-plower, Ken Johnson, is willing to do some tree and brush trimming.  He would also install some new and 

replacement signs.  Discussion ensued as to what work was needed.  Feely will check with Johnson to see if he 

can get a sign printed up saying something other than “No Parking”.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 15-09 

to approve the spending of $1,000 for trimming and mowing and not to exceed $400 for signage.  Mayor Bastyr 

seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.   

 

Councilman Feely also reported that he had received bids from Schifsky to make repairs to Hytrail Road 

($19,185) and also Pinehurst Court ($24,375).  The council briefly discussed the bid and decided it would be 

prudent to get another bid or two.  Councilman Feely will do so.   

 

Mayor Bastyr brought the council up to date on the Berwald matter.  He has had some discussion with 

Berwald’s attorney and wonders if now might be the right time to market the land WITH the Berwalds.    

 

The following correspondence was reviewed: 

 

1. Sheriff’s report 

2. Waste Mgmt – proposed extension to recycling contract (moved to April agenda with the instruction 

for Pirozzoli to ask for a ONE-Year renewal rate) 

3. Comcast – franchise check received for $5,015.78 

4. County SSTS Updates Meeting – March 17th 8:30 -11:00 

5. DOT – Important St. Croix Crossing bridge updates (Karen to post on website and bulletin board) 

6. Wash. Co. Housing and Redevelopment Authority – would like to attend our council meeting (forward 

email to the mayor and discuss next month) 

7. Comcast – Customer set-up boxes upgrade 

8. Mn Dept of Revenue – Board of Appeals online training update (moved to July agenda because that’s 

when the training becomes available) 

9. Landmark Dividend – cell phone tower lease purchase agreement 

 

The following invoices were reviewed for payment: 

 

Waste Mgmt. (recycling)                                                      387.66 

  KEJ (Mar. snowplowing)       2,000.00 

 Lawson, Marshall (Feb.  legal)      1,210.50 

 Washington Co. (election machine maint.)                            600.00  

 

Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 15-10 to approve the payments.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 

Kardashian and passed 4-0. 

 

Councilman Kardashian made a few brief comments (because of the late hour) on the importance of succession 

planning.  He continues to have problems scheduling around the Tuesday night meetings due to his heavy travel 

schedule for work.  He also pointed out that several members of the council are advancing in age and he fears 

the entire council could possibly turn over at the same time.  He urged the council to spend some time 

considering the matter. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11 P.M. 

 

   


