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MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

June 7, 2016 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely and Novak, Treasurer Buchmayer, and Administrator 

Pirozzoli.  The minutes from the Board of Review meeting were reviewed.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-

22 to approve the minutes.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 3-0.   

 

The minutes of the May meeting were reviewed.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-23 to approve the minutes 

as corrected.  Councilman Novak seconded the motion and it passed 3-0. 

 

Erin Lorence and her husband Nick Nelson were in attendance.  They have purchased the home at 7840 66th 

Street North and would like to install a 4-foot split rail fence with 3 rails.  It would be entirely in the back yard 

with a wire mesh on the lower part to keep their dog contained.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-24 to 

approve the request, subject to Winmar Estate’s approval as well as Mick Kaehler’s approval.  Councilman 

Novak seconded the motion and it passed 3-0.   

 

Ken Berwald and his attorney, Tom Rooney, were in attendance to discuss the property in the southwest 

quadrant of the city.  While the area is currently zoned agricultural and residential, they would be requesting a 

zoning change.  The Berwalds own several buildings in the area (for rental).  They would like to use the area for 

some sort of light-industrial area.  For most of the last 40 years, that area has been under a “planned unit 

development”.   Mayor Bastyr asked if they would be able to live with the fact that the city intends to exert a 

large amount of control over the development.  They said YES, they would have to, and reiterated that it would 

be mutually advantageous to work together in order to have a more useable piece of property.  They would 

anticipate needing utilities, which are right across the road.  They would like to know the city’s asking price for 

the property and whether a land swap might be possible.  Mayor Bastyr asked if they might be willing to work 

with the city to develop the entire area and Ken Berwald said he is open to it.  Mayor Bastyr said that we have 

talked about that parcel many times over the past 50 years and that for the city, the aesthetics are more 

important than the money which the city would receive.  Mayor Bastyr suggested that the matter be turned over 

to the planning commission.   

 

Discussion ensued after Berwald and Rooney left the meeting.  Councilman Novak voiced his opinion that the 

Berwalds have NOT been good landlords over the years for the properties that they own in Pine Springs.  The 

houses are unkept and the renters have caused the city to incur legal fees.  Mayor Bastyr suggested that maybe 

we ask them to clean up the area as a token of good intent.  Mayor Bastyr, Councilman Novak, Planning 

Commission Chairman Jim Malkowski and the rest of the planning commission will begin working on the 

matter and hopefully have an answer within the next two months.  The committee will report back to the city 

council before anything is communicated to the Berwalds.   

 

Xcel Energy submitted a request for a directional bore on Pinehurst Road.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-

25 to approve the ROW request.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Novak and the motion passed 3-0. 

 

The following correspondence was reviewed: 



 

1. Sheriff’s report 

2. Met Council – Planning Assistance Grant Program (Pirozzoli to send grant application to Malkowski 

and Buchmayer) 

3. VBWD Annual Report is available online 

4. List of resources provided by Katie Arvesen (Malkowski felt the case could be made for Pine Springs 

being one of the top cities in the state for being environmentally sound.) 

5. Wash. Co Economic Development Resolution (Per Bastyr’s discussion with Barbara Dacy, it was not 

pertinent to our city.  Dacy assured Bastyr that we can simply not pass the resolution with no further 

action needed and that the City would not run afoul of any laws by not taking any action.)  

6. Update on cell phone tower consultant (Bastyr has not completed talks with Garrett Lysiak.  

Kardashian is the lead person on the cell phone tower issue, and Bastyr would like to include him in 

the conversation.) 

7. Wash. Co. Public Health – deer tick information (to be put on bulletin board) 

8. Road naming issues (The council said the county needs to figure out the issues before the city will do 

any work on the matter.) 

9. Sourcewater Solutions – water testing 

10. Landmark Dividend – May and June letters 

 

Correspondence was received relating to the mandatory training that the members of the local board of review 

must maintain.  The council discussed the benefits of having a local board versus the Open Book format 

meeting.  The council came to the conclusion that there is a lot of extra work for our volunteers and no real 

benefit for the residents.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-26 to turn it over to the county for an open book 

meeting.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 3-0. 

 

The council briefly discussed septic systems, and the enforcement thereof.  Mayor Bastyr told the council that 

the city is responsible for enforcing it, NOT the county.  Mayor Bastyr will call Mike Henry and follow up with 

a letter.   

 

Invoices reviewed during the month were reviewed: 

                                                                            

Waste Mgmt                                                                                        387.66 

 Lawson, Marshall (Apr-May  legal)                              3,478.25 

 KEJ Enterprises (brushing and signage)                   1,167.50 

 KEJ Enterprises (clean-up brush piles)                      895.00 

 T.A. Schifsky & Sons (misc. patching)                                            5,320.00 

 T.A. Schifsky & Sons (Pinehurst Ct. and Hytrail Ct)                     56,500.00 

 Mn Assoc of Small cities (dues)                       298.20 

 Sherrill Reid (animal pick-up)                         90.00 

 

 

After review, Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-27 to approve the invoices.  Councilman Novak seconded the 

motion and it passed 3-0.   

 

Councilman Novak would like to change the start time of the meetings to 7 P.M.  The worry would be that we 

would meet an hour longer!!!  Administrator Pirozzoli will check on bylaws, but she noted that the current start 

time has been published numerous places. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 P.M. 

 

 


