
City of Pine Springs 
 

Reply to: 

Karen M Pirozzoli 

City Administrator 

6145 Warner Avenue South 

Pine Springs, MN 551157677 

 

MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

August 2, 2016 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely, Loeffler, Novak and Kardashian, Treasurer Buchmayer, 

Planning Commission Chair Jim Malkowski and Administrator Pirozzoli.   

 

The minutes of the July meeting were reviewed.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 16-30 to approve the 

minutes.  Mayor Bastyr seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.   

 

Brandon Dahl (Pinehurst Road) was in attendance to talk to the council about a drainage issue / sink hole that 

appeared in his yard following some work by Xcel.  The council studied the Xcel plans and talked about where 

the problem was and when it occurred.  Dahl had already notified the proper authorities.  He will follow up with 

Xcel and keep the council apprised of what is going on.  If he doesn’t hear from Xcel by the end of the week, he 

will let Councilman Feely know. 

 

Mayor Bastyr closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing to discuss the transferring of duties 

from the City’s local board of review to the County. Discussion centered around the decision to transfer the 

duties permanently or for a period of three years.  The public hearing was closed and the regular meeting was 

re-opened.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Resolution 16-31 to transfer the duties to Washington County for a period 

of three years.  Council Kardashian seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.   

 

The City received a permit request from Xcel to run gas and electricity to one of the Berwald rental homes on 

55th Street.  The council discussed the fact that the Berwalds contested the valuation of the house and the 

County Assessor’s office reduced the value of the building by $60,000 and deemed it unlivable.  It was brought 

to the City’s attention that the other Berwald home in that area is being used as a business office for the nearby 

Mogren operation.  After much discussion the Council instructed Pirozzoli to tell Xcel that the permit has not 

been approved at this time (in part because of the fact that the house is unlivable and in part because of the 

drainage issue from the other Xcel project has not been resolved).  Mayor Bastyr will talk to Rooney (Berwald’s 

attorney) about it.  It was also mentioned that they are in violation of city code for letting Mogren run the 

business out of the home. 

 

Planning Commission Chairperson Jim Malkowski reported that the planning commission had met on the 

Berwald matter.  However, until the rental property matter is rectified, the City is not willing to continue 

discussions. 

 

The state legislature recently passed a law which allows tiny, portable houses to be placed on residential 

properties.  The statute is intended to provide access to temporary “drop homes” for people (mainly older 

adults) with health care needs that require them to be closer to a caregiver.  Many MN cities have already opted 

out of the statute.  The council discussed the availability of other appropriate housing in the area, the impact on 

septic systems, and the difficulty the city would face having to make judgements about residents’ illnesses.  

Councilman Kardashian proposed adoption of Ordinance #23 to opt out of the statute.  Councilman Feely 

seconded the motion and it passed 5-0. 

 

The following correspondence was reviewed: 

 



1. City of Oakdale – public hearing re: application for interim use permit to allow for Used Vehicle Sales 

at 6995 55th Street North (Mayor Bastyr plans to attend the public hearing) 

2. Sheriff’s report for July 

3. Wash. Co. – Survey and Land Mgmt Office is now located at Public Works on Myeron Road North 

4. League of MN Cities – codification services  

5. Mn PCA – Solid Waste Policy Plan meetings re: draft version of plan 

6. LandMark Dividend – purchase of lease 

 

The following invoices were reviewed for payment: 

 

Waste Mgmt (401.86 + underpymt from prior month)                         416.06                    

ISD #832 (building rental requests for next 12 months)      20.00 

Lawson, Marshall (June legal) 1,999.00 

Press Publications (Legal notice)       31.36 

 

Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-32 to pay the listed invoices.  It was seconded by Loeffler and it passed 5-0.   

 

Treasurer Buchmayer mentioned that the budget for the next year will be discussed at the September meeting.  

He wondered if there were any unusual expenses that should be incorporated into the budget for 2017.  After a 

brief discussion about possible roadwork, Administrator Pirozzoli said that after being the volunteer 

administrator for 23 years, she will be stepping back from that position once a replacement can be found.  She 

has enjoyed the volunteer work but her kids are now grown and she would like to be away from her home more 

than she feels she can.  The need for constant attention to daily phone calls and email, coupled with more recent 

resident complaints and demand for services have helped her make that decision.  She believes that it will be 

difficult to find a volunteer to replace her position because the responsibilities are infinitely larger than when 

she took over 23 years ago.  She recommended something should be added to the budget for the position.  

Councilman Loeffler then said that he has made the decision to step down from the council.  Loeffler, who has 

been on the council since 1977 said that he has attended his last council meeting.  The council will work to 

appoint someone to his position since he is in the middle of his four-year term.  Councilman Novak then said 

that he has had thoughts of not filing for candidacy, in part because his travel and other activities.  He has 

served on the council since March 2009 and on the planning commission prior to that.  Councilman Kardashian 

also mentioned that he has had thoughts of stepping down, mainly due to his work/travel commitments and the 

resulting inability to attend meetings.  Treasurer Buchmayer then said that he and his wife are selling their home 

to their son and plan to be leaving the city.  Therefore, his position would also need to be replaced.  

Administrator Pirozzoli mentioned that she would still like to be involved in the city, either on the council or as 

treasurer.  Resident Brandon Dahl said that he would be interested in being on the council.  Other names were 

also mentioned, but the point was made that perhaps the replacements should include young people that will be 

on the council for years to come.  The younger folks in the city need to step up and take a role in running the 

city, just as the current council has been doing for years.   

 

It was brought to the city’s attention that there was large machinery parked on the city’s property alongside the 

road on 62nd Street.  It was thought that the machinery was being used to do a landscape project at a nearby 

resident’s house.  Councilman Feely and Jim Malkowski will pay a visit to the homeowner. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:22 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


