
City of Pine Springs 
 

Reply to: 

Karen M Pirozzoli 

City Administrator 

6145 Warner Avenue South 

Pine Springs, MN 551157677 

 

MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

September 6, 2016 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely, Novak and Kardashian (arriving late), Treasurer Buchmayer and 

Administrator Pirozzoli.   

 

The minutes of the August meeting were reviewed.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 16-33 to approve the minutes as 

corrected (insert that the public hearing was closed and the regular city council meeting was re-opened).  Mayor Bastyr 

seconded the motion and it passed 3-0. 

 

Mike Henry was in attendance seeking a permit for a 34' x 60' garage and building addition, a 10' x 20' pool, a retaining 

wall, and a fence permit.  The council studied the plans.  The old garage will be totally gone.  The new garage will be tied 

to the house and there will no longer be separation between the garage and the addition.  There will be two-story living 

space behind the garage.  The roof will be a hip roof and will look like the other side of the house.   Henry’s well was 

done 2 1/2 months ago and the new septic system, a pressurized drain system, was done immediately after that.  The 

house will include a total of three bedrooms.   The council would like to see an architectural picture of what the finished 

addition would look like.  Councilman Kardashian proposed Motion 16-34 to approve the 34’ x 60’ garage and addition 

with appropriate firewalls, conditional upon him sending the city an architectural plan (including footings and elevations).  

The council will attempt to act on the matter within a week of once they receive the picture.  Councilman Feely seconded 

the motion and it passed 4-0.  The swimming pool, retaining wall and fence will be treated as a separate matter at a later 

time.   

 

The council then inquired about Henry’s work on the lakefront area.  The City had received a copy of his permit from 

Valley Branch with requirements to protect Long Lake. The Mayor asked him if he was “square” with Valley Branch on 

the permit.  He reported that he has re-submitted to VBWD for an amendment to the permit #2016-21.    

 

Treasurer Buchmayer then walked the council through a preliminary budget and tax levy that he and Administrator 

Pirozzoli had work on.  He explained that for discussion purposes, he had set the proposed tax levy at the same amount as 

the prior year, $45,000.  He mentioned that in 2015 the City received some rather unexpected government aid to help with 

road repairs.  Although he did NOT put anything in the budget for a similar item for 2017, it is possible that the City could 

receive a similar windfall again.  Some of the other changes from the prior year’s budgeted amounts include reducing 

engineering fees to $0, reducing website services to $500, adding $2,000 for Comprehensive Planning (due to the 

upcoming comprehensive plan update), and adding $4,800 for a part-time City Clerk.  The council then spent time 

discussing potential road work for 2017.  Trustee Feely had estimated some of the repairs based on road work in 2016.  

Eventually, Councilman Feely proposed Motion 16-35 to approve the budget with some minor changes, including a tax 

levy of $50,000.  Mayor Bastyr seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.   

 

Councilman Feely reported on an open matter from last month’s meeting.  He and Jim Malkowski paid a visit to Gordon 

Broberg, who lives on 62nd Street.  Broberg said he had his swimming pool filled in and that’s why there was heavy 

equipment parked alongside the road on 62nd for a few days in July.  The contractor (Lodahl), ended up removing the 

equipment shortly after the job was completed and there didn’t appear to be any road damage. 

 

Mayor Bastyr reported on his meeting with Jim Malkowski, Ken and Gene Berwald and their attorney, Tom Rooney.  It 

was a good meeting and they were very receptive.  He told them that rather than sell the City’s property to Berwald, the 

City’s first choice (as to what to do with the SW quadrant property) is to join together with the Berwalds and jointly 

search for a higher use.  Bastyr asked them to get back to the city with their thoughts within 60 days.  Bastyr also talked to 

the Berwalds about the two residential properties they own on 55th Street.   It appears that the house than had recently 

received a reduction in the property valuation recently had not been condemned.  Berwald had planned to tear it down, but 

then they received an offer to rent it from one of Mogren's workers.  They now lease it to Mogren and he pays the rent for 



his worker.  The other house is being leased to Mogren as well.  It was noted that Mogren has not done any landscaping to 

beautify the entrance.  The City will wait to hear from Berwalds.  Mayor Bastyr made the point that we aren't real 

motivated sellers and would expect a 30% premium since we are an unwilling seller.   

 

Councilman Feely reported that there is still some road work that needs to get accomplished yet this fall.  We still need to 

seal some cracks, and it could likely cost $3,000.  It was pointed out that we are already over budget by $22,000.  Mayor 

Bastyr proposed Motion 16-36 to approve $3,000 for fall road work, which would include pothole repairs on 66th Street 

and sealing some cracks elsewhere in the city.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 4-0. 

 

The following correspondence was reviewed: 

 

1. Century Link permit request for 3060 Oakdale Drive (council instructed Pirozzoli to sign and send) 

2. Mayor’s report on Oakdale public hearing for Used Vehicle Sale Lot on 55th Street (Mayor Bastyr attended the 

meeting at Oakdale re: the used car sale lot.  For more than 12 years, Floyd’s Auto (12 and Jamaca) has been 

operating.  He buys from insurance companies and sells over the internet.  The new city planner in Oakdale said 

a different type of permit is needed.  They will continue on as they have been, but just needed a different type of 

permit.  Bastyr is not concerned about the effect on the city.)   

3. Brandon Dahl report on drainage issue (the matter was corrected/resolved to Dahl’s satisfaction) 

4. Sheriff’s report for August 

5. Sheriff’s Office Elected Official training opportunity for emergency mgmt. 

6. MNSPECT – independent building inspection firm 

7. VBWD – appointment Jill Lucas is seeking re-appointment 

8. Comcast – upgrade of set-up boxes 

9. League of Women Voters – Open meeting report 

10. Pipeline Assoc. – Pipeline Awareness Newsletter 

 

  

Resident Kathy Halverson had inquired as to whether a deer hunt might be possible as a way to reduce the deer population 

in the city.  She said that they have been devastating her yard.  The council feels that the deer are here to stay.  Our city is 

along their path as they traverse from the Lake Elmo Park Reserve to Katherine Abbott.  Administrator Pirozzoli will let 

Halverson know of the discussion. 

 

The following invoices were reviewed for payment: 

Waste Mgmt (recycling)                                                                                474.24                    

Lawson, Marshall (July legal) 2,185.00 

Sherrill Reid (Animal Control)      90.00 

KEJ Enterprises (mowing)    225.00 

 

 Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-37 to approve the payments for the invoices.  Councilman Novak seconded the motion 

and it passed 4-0. 

 

Mayor Bastyr and Councilman Kardashian reported on their meeting with Garrett Lysiak, the consultant on cell phone 

towers and leases.  By 2026, the annual amount received by the city would be $41K.  By 2041, the total (cumulative) 

amount received would be $1,200,000.  Bastyr is running the numbers, but it looks like we probably would NOT want to 

sell off the land.  Administrator Pirozzoli said that the American Tower contact calls her frequently to see if a decision has 

been made.  Bastyr said Pirozzoli should give the contact his telephone number.  Lysiak is going to do a little research, 

and Councilman Kardashian needs to send the names and proposals of the other companies that have approached the City 

to Lysiak for his analysis.    

  

A brief discussion ensued about succession.  Mayor Bastyr said that Theresa Carpenter might be interested in a position 

on the council.  Brandon Dahl (whose name will be on the November ballot for councilman) said he has reviewed the 

City’s comprehensive plan and has connected with the like-mindedness on the city’s plan.   

 

Due to the late hour, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 P.M. 

 

Two items of business that were resolved by quorum subsequent to the meeting are: 



1) Approval of a resolution required by the Met Council authorizing a grant leader for the City to receive a $10,000 

planning grant for the 2020 update of the City’s Comprehensive Plan. The Council had approved a grant 

application at its June meeting.   Mayor Bastyr and councilmen Feely & Novak signed the resolution and it was 

submitted to Met Council on time. 

2)  The Lorinser/Viau building permit for 3492 Long Lake Road was held up because of their request to proceed 

with the building prior to the update of the septic system. The reason was that because of very tight quarters the 

septic area is the only possible area to stage the construction, and the new septic system must not be driven over. 

An agreement was drafted that they would place a deposit of $5,000 with the City to ensure that the new septic 

system would be operational by July 1, 2017 or be forfeited to the City. 

The agreement was signed by Barbara & Tim Lorinser, Mayor Bastyr, and Councilmen Feely and Novak.  

 


