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MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

October 4, 2016 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely, Novak and Kardashian and Administrator Pirozzoli.   

 

The minutes of the September meeting were reviewed.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 16-39 to approve 

the minutes as corrected.  Councilman Novak seconded the motion and it passed 4-0. 

 

Kathy and Richard Halverson spoke about the increase in the deer population in the city.  They have counted as 

many as 9 deer in their yard at one time.  They said their hostas and rest of their plants have been decimated.  

The deer have attacked and gone after bushes that they have never eaten before.  Halversons have lived here for 

38 years and said the deer population has exploded in the past few years.  The expensive products they have 

used to try to ward them off have been ineffective.  Mrs. Halverson said that Lake Elmo had a deer hunt a few 

years back and it helped to cut down on the population.    Councilman Kardashian asked how they would 

propose to thin out the crowd in a safe manner, given that the average size lot in the city is probably less than 2 

½ acres.  The Halversons couldn’t really say how they could be hunted.  Councilman Feely said that North Oaks 

does a thinning every year and it is quite an involved process.  It was mentioned that the city of Mahtomedi 

might be having a deer hunt.  Mayor Bastyr said that there is also a flip size of the coin.  Some people like 

having them around.  Pirozzoli mentioned that some folks in her neighborhood are feeding the deer.  Mayor 

Bastyr asked Halversons if they would like the city to spend a lot of money on a deer kill.  Halversons replied 

that they would not want the city to spend a lot of money, but they would be interested in contributing to the 

cause.  Kardashian mentioned that he has had some close calls with hitting them with his car.  Mayor Bastyr 

suggested that the city should investigate the matter more, and then, if changes were to be made, have a public 

hearing.  Councilman Feely will try to get information about a deer hunt and report back in November.   

 

Mike Henry would also like a permit for a 10’ x 20’ swimming pool.  There appeared to be a few problems with 

the pool placement.  Mayor Bastyr said that a recent measurement (September 28th) has shown that the existing 

deck footings are only 73.5 feet from the ordinary high water mark, instead of the 75 feet which is required.  

Henry was supposed to have set the footings back and have the deck cantilevered out over the footings.   In any 

case, the drawings show the pool even closer to the lakefront than the deck, which is in violation of code.  A 

few suggestions were made for the pool placement, but eventually the discussion ended with Mr. Henry saying 

he will re-work the plan and try to put it in such a way that a variance would not be required.  Mayor Bastyr 

mentioned that he would also want assurances that the pool will never be drained into the lake.  Henry said it 

won’t be a chlorine pool but rather a saltwater pool.  Also, there will be an automatic cover.   

 

Dan Myrha (5970 Warner Avenue South) would like to build a woodshed on the power line easement.  He 

presented the council with written permission from Xcel to build the shed at his desired location as long as he 

meets their criteria.  The dimensions are 14’ x 20’ by 11’ tall.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-41 (noted  

that Motion 16-40 was not used) to approve the wood shed.  Councilman Novak seconded the motion and it 

passed 4-0. 

 

Dave and Jodi Moran approached the council to discuss their future building plans.  They would like to add a 

stall to their garage as well as a porch addition (out the back of their home).  The council reviewed their site 

plan but said that more detailed plans would be required.  The Morans will be back with a more detailed set of 

plans at some point in the future. 



 

Travis Kiel approached the council.  He and his fiancé are interested in purchasing one of two homes in Pine 

Springs, but both potentials homes would need an additional outbuilding.  Because of the topography of the 

land and layout of the homes on their respective properties, it would appear that he would need to get a variance 

for at least one of the sites.  He would like to buy it on the condition that the council would approve the permit 

request.  The council made it clear that they could not say whether a variance could get approved because a 

public hearing would be required, and that information would be taken into account. 

 

Mayor Bastyr reviewed the following agenda items: 

 

1. Sheriff’s report for September 

2. MS4 & Recycling – need educational articles for distribution (Feely will work with Pirozzoli) 

3. Wash. Co. Historical Society – request for donation 

4. Landmark Dividend – cell phone property 

5. Wash. Co. – SSTS ordinance (Mayor Bastyr will work with the county to repeal portions of our 

current ordinance) 

 

Councilman Kardashian shared the letter that he wrote to Lysiak which laid out the various opportunities for 

sales that have been presented to the City.  He did NOT share the offer for lease extension.  Mayor Bastyr will 

check with Lysiak in a week or so. 

 

Mayor Bastyr reviewed the invoices to be paid: 

Waste Mgmt (Recycling)                                                                      416.06                                                                            

Sherrill Reid (Animal Control – Sept. 12th)      90.00 

League of MN Cities (Mayors Assoc. dues)      30.00 

League of MN Cities (dues)    572.00 

Lawson, Marshall et al (legal – August) 2,037.00 

Oakdale Fire Dept 1,850.00 

 

  He then proposed Motion 16-42 to pay the invoices.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 4-0. 

 

Mayor Bastyr reported that he has applied for the grant for the City’s Comprehensive Plan update.  The City 

will get $5,000 now and $5,000 at the end of the process.  The city needs to begin the process in January.  

Mayor Bastyr will talk to Malkowski about getting the planning commission to work on it and possibly use the 

same contractor as last time. 

 

Mayor Bastyr said that he received a $5,000 road deposit check from the Lorinsers and the permit will be 

issued.  He said he intends to collect a road deposit from Mike Henry as well. 

 

Councilman Feely suggested that we once again use Mahtomedi for help with snowplowing on certain streets.  

He will work with Pirozzoli to send the annual letter to them.  He will also order the salt from the county. 

 

Councilman Novak mention that a resident on Henna Court has had continuing problems with a dog that lives in 

the house near him.  It is not controlled by the owner and has attacked the resident’s dog.  The council said that 

he should contact the sheriff’s office to report it.   

 

Councilman Kardashian said that he has become aware of a hunting stand in his neighborhood for bow hunting.  

He has instructed the homeowner to remove the stand.  Discussion ensued about the danger on hunting on small 

lots.  It’s not ok to hunt on a neighbor’s property, nor to chase down a wounded animal on neighbor’s property.  

The council will study the matter more to perhaps make the ordinance more clear. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:07 P.M. 


