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MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

December 6, 2016 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely, Novak and Kardashian (arriving late), Treasurer 

Buchmayer, Planning Commission Chair Jim Malkowski, and Administrator Pirozzoli.   

 

The minutes of the November meeting were reviewed.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 16-47 to approve 

the minutes as written.  Councilman Novak seconded the motion and it passed 3-0. 

 

Jim Guarnera (Warner Avenue), approached the council about the possibility of clearing the downed trees on 

the outlot directly behind his house.  He received an estimate ($3,800 to cut it, clear it and haul it away) from 

Woodchuck that he would be willing to take care of himself, but he would need permission to be on the outlot.  

He also wondered if the City would be interested in ALSO having some area cleared, as he is only clearing the 

portion that he can see from his house.  He said that with the recent snowfall, it is probably too wet to do it now, 

so it would have to wait until May or June.  Mayor Bastyr mentioned that there are some citizens that would 

argue that the downed trees provide habitat for wildlife.  The question was raised as to whether the area could 

be construed as a fire danger.  Councilman Feely said that perhaps the area is most unsightly right now.  In the 

spring and summer there is plenty of vegetation to cover the downed trees.  In the winter, the snow cover would 

have the same effect.  Jim Malkowski stated that he has hiked in that vicinity and it is nearly impossible to walk 

through.  Mayor Bastyr commented that he was not aware that the City is responsible for maintaining the 

outlots for hikers.  The council would like to visit the site to better understand what area would be affected.  The 

time and date was set for Saturday 12/17 at 10:00 a.m. at Guarnera’s property. 

 

Alan Kantrud (ran for state rep) was in attendance to meet the council.  He lives nearby in Lake Elmo.  He’s 

city attorney for Birchwood and other small cities in the area.  One of his campaign promises was to visit the 

area city council meetings.  He is keeping a campaign promise and stopped by to introduce himself and see if 

the city had any concerns. 

 

Jerry Blakesly  (3504 Long lake Road) wants to replace the deck on his house.  It will be slightly bigger than it 

the existing one that was damaged in the August 2015 storm.  It will be 62’ long by 12’ wide.  He has already 

removed the boards because it seemed to be a safety issue.  There is no further encroachment to the lake than 

there was before.  He is working with a contractor would like to get it done yet this winter.  Mayor Bastyr 

proposed Motion 16-48 to approve Jerry Blakesly’s deck.  Councilman Kardashian seconded the request and it 

passed 4-0. 

 

Mayor Bastyr reported that the candidate who had expressed interest in the Administrator’s position has now 

declined the opportunity for a variety of personal reasons.  Mayor Bastyr then presented the council with a draft 

of a letter asking for volunteers.  The council discussed it and the suggestion was made that he also include a list 

of volunteer opportunities that currently exist in the city (i.e. election judges, recycling committee, planning 

commission, etc.).  Bastyr will add the suggested information and mail the letter to the residents of the city. 

 

Administrator Pirozzoli suggested that the city should revisit the fines that are charged for violations of the 

animal control ordinance.  There have been multiple complaints about a particular dog and perhaps a stiffer 

penalty would encourage the owner to be more responsible.  The matter will be re-visited next month. 

 



As is required under our MS4 permit, the City’s MS4 matters were discussed.  Possible educational materials, 

personnel to monitor the outflows, ongoing filing requirements were all discussed.  It was decided that going 

forward, a committee should be formed in order to alleviate the burden on the administrator. 

 

Mayor Bastyr said that he has had telephone conversations with Jonathon from American Tower, who would 

like to pay the City for a lease extension for the cell phone tower.  The offer of $40,000 for three five-year  

extensions was countered by Mayor Bastyr at $70,000 for three 5-year extensions.  American Tower has 

counter offered at $50,000 for FOUR five-year extensions.  The council did not act on the counter offer.  Mayor 

Bastyr will continue to gather information on what other leaseholders earn.   

 

Mayor Bastyr reported that the City will get comprehensive plan update grant money of $5,000 from Met 

Council as soon as the paperwork gets approved. Another $5,000 will be received (if needed) after the 

comprehensive plan update is approved.  Chairperson Jim Malkowski reported that he has contacted the 

professional planner that we used the last time (Judie Erickson) and he will meet with her later in the week.  

Mayor Bastyr will also plan to be present.   

 

Mayor Bastyr reviewed the correspondence for the month: 

 

1. Septic System Ordinance (Mayor Bastyr advised that if the City does nothing, the County’s ordinance 

will apply……no action was taken.) 

2. Sheriff’s report for November 

3. Sam Hjort’s question on city dumping (Councilman Kardashian will contact him and instruct him on 

what to do the next time it happens) 

4. Vacancy on the city council – information on filling a vacancy and voting 

5. Landmark Dividend – potential sale of lease 

 

Invoices received during the month were reviewed: 

                                                       
Waste Management (recycling)                                                            402.86 

 KEJ Enterprises (snowplowing) 2,000.00 

League of MN Cities Insurance Trust 1,045.00 

 

Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-49 to approve expenses for the month.  Councilman Novak seconded the 

motion and it passed 4-0.  

 

Mayor Bastyr remembered that he would like approval for a few items for the new administrator’s position.  He 

would like to purchase a laptop computer, cell phone and copier/fax/scanner.  By doing so, the position will 

become more “portable” for the next volunteer.  He proposed motion 16-50 to authorize $1,800 for the items 

discussed.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it was approved 3-0 (Councilman Novak had already 

left the meeting). 

 

Jim Malkowski mentioned that because he arrived late, he was not able to comment on the minutes from the 

prior month.  He felt it was important to note in the November minutes that the comprehensive plan update was 

handed over to the Planning Commission.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 16-51 to recind the earlier motion 

for minute approval and add to the minutes that full charge was given to the planning commission for the 

comprehensive plan update.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Kardashian and it passed 3-0. 

 

The meeting was recessed at 10:40 P.M. until Dec. 17th at 10:00 A.M. to review the tree situation at Guaneras.  

 

 

 


