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MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

January 3, 2017 

 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely, Novak and Kardashian, Treasurer Buchmayer, Planning 

Commission Chair Jim Malkowski, and Administrator Pirozzoli.   

 

The December meeting was adjourned (it had been recessed in order to look at the Guarnera property), and the January 

meeting was opened. 

 

The minutes of the December meeting were reviewed.  Councilman Feely proposed motion 17-1 to approve the minutes 

as presented.  Councilman Novak seconded the motion and it passed 4-0. 

 

Ms. Viet-Hanh Winchell introduced herself as the attorney assigned to Pine Springs business at Lawson, Marshall.  She 

said although she has been practicing criminal law for 8 years, she has only been at Lawson for a year and a half.  She 

realizes that Pine Springs is a small city and we have budgeting concerns.  She tries to keep her hours to a minimum.  

When she is at court and having to spend time waiting, she typically spends time on other Pine Springs cases.  The council 

thanked her for coming and introducing herself. 

 

Gil Loeffler verbally retired his position on the city council at the August meeting.  Although he never submitted a written 

resignation, he has been absent from monthly meetings ever since.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-2 to declare the 

seat vacant.  Councilman Novak seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-3 to appoint 

Brandon Dahl to the vacant position.  Councilman Kardashian seconded the motion and then Dahl made himself available 

to answer any question.  He talked about his background, his desire to be involved, the small-town feel, MS4, and the 

changes that the city might feel as a result of the river crossing, etc.  He grew up in a small town and likes the feel of the 

city.  He is willing to take on some additional responsibilities as the city administrator’s job gets split between the 

councilmembers.  The motion to appoint Dahl to the council passed 4-0.  Councilman Dahl took the oath of office. 

 

Councilman Tom Novak announced his resignation and had previously e-mailed his intent to resign.  Mayor Bastyr 

Proposed Motion 17-4 to accept his resignation with great reluctance.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it 

passed 3-1.  (Kardashian voted nay, Novak abstained). Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-5 to appoint Pat Kinney to the 

vacant seat.  Kinney said he lives on the lake and has lived in the city for 3 years.  He also has a daughter about a block 

away on Long Lake Road in Pine Springs.  He has appreciated the small-town atmosphere and does not have anything he 

would like to change within the city.  He has spent his entire career in real estate.  Mayor Bastyr stated that he believes 

having someone on the council that has real estate experience might be helpful as we deal with matters in the southwest 

quadrant.  There was a short discussion on animal control and the history of that ordinance.   The vote to appoint Kinney 

was taken and passed 4-0.  Councilman Kinney took the oath of office.   

 

Dave and Jodie Moran were in attendance to request a building permit for the addition to their home.  They told the 

council it’s for a 3rd stall addition to the garage as well as a dining room addition (with a full basement under the new 

living area).  They walked the council through their plan.  Mayor Bastyr said that the council has made it a practice to 

make the homeowner responsible for any road damage when a large project is taken on.  The City asks for a $2,000 road 

deposit before the project would begin.  Councilman Dahl asked if there would be good erosion control for the run-off, 

especially since the house sits up on a hill.  He added that many times that is the first place that the costs will be cut.  

Morans assured the City that they would insure that the proper erosion control would be put in place during construction.  

Councilman Kardashian proposed Motion 17-6 to approve the concept for both the 3rd stall addition and the four-season 

porch addition (with basement), providing he meets the code requirements with Mick Kaehler and provides the $2,000 

road deposit.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.   



 

Mayor Bastyr read the list of council appointments for 2017.  After discussion, it was decided that the appointments for 

the following commissioners could be eliminated because they are not called upon to do any work: 

 Health 

 Insurance 

 Inspections 

However, in conjunction with the “Safety Commissioner” (which is still vacant), it was felt that the City should specify 

animal control with that position.  The other appointments that have not been made are for “Planning” (as a liason to the 

Planning Commission) and “Acting Mayor”.  Those three appointments will be discussed again at February meeting.  

Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-7 to approve the rest of the slate of appointments.  Councilman Feely seconded the 

motion and it passed. 

 

Councilman Feely reported on the revised 100-year flood levels that were determined by Barr Engineering under the 

direction of VBWD.  For Long Lake, the 100-year flood level was raised from 943.2 ft. to 944.6 ft.  There are two 

properties in Pine Springs that currently have buildings within that area:  Feely (sauna) and Dardis (boat house).  Both of 

those buildings would be grandfathered-in.  Feely also added that it does NOT change the ordinary high water mark.   

 

Mayor Bastyr said that he is in the process of shopping for a cell phone, computer and printer for the city.  He updated the 

council on possible candidates and calls he has received as a result of his letter to residents asking for volunteers.  

Administrator Pirozzoli suggested that he not purchase a printer until her replacement has been found.   

 

Planning Commission Chairman Jim Malkowski updated the council on his meeting with City Planner Judie Erickson.  

She is more than willing to work for/with the City on the comprehensive plan update.  They will be meeting again and 

Malkowski would like to move forward with an approval to contract with her.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-8 to 

approve the contract with Judie Erickson to proceed with the process of updating the City’s comprehensive plan.  

Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.  The possibility of sending a survey to residents was quickly 

discussed and Pirozzoli offered to locate and distribute copies of the surveys from the prior update. 

 

The council reviewed the following invoices: 

2016 Invoices:  

Washington County (salt) 333.61 

Lawson, Marshall (Nov. legal)                                                                  2,602.00 

 

2017 Invoices: 

KEJ Enterprises (snowplowing) 2,000.00 

Glen Connell (website fees)      116.00 

Oakdale Fire Dept  1,875.00 

Waste Mgmt (recycling)    401.86 

Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-9 to approve the invoices for payment.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it 

passed 5-0. 

 

The following correspondence was reviewed: 

 

1. Wash. Co. – Curbside Textile Collection Program (It doesn’t appear to be worthwhile for the city.  It would 

only generate approximately $14/year in revenue and residents generally donate their goods and get a tax write-

off) 

2. Update on Metro Solid Waste Mgmt Policy Plan 

3. Mn PCA – Required notification to legislature: Proposed amendments to State Water Quality Standards 

4. Wash. Co. Board of Commissioners – public hearing on implementation of the waste designation  

    

 

Mayor Bastyr quickly gave an update on the cell phone tower lease.  He said that American Tower refused the city’s offer 

and everything is in limbo.  He said that Garrett Lysiak is willing to come to an upcoming meeting and may attend in 

February.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 P.M. 


