
City of Pine Springs 
 

Reply to: 
Karen M Pirozzoli 
City Administrator 

6145 Warner Avenue South 
Pine Springs, MN 551157677 

 

MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

February 7, 2017 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Kinney and Dahl, Treasurer Buchmayer and City Administrator Pirozzoli. 
 
Newly-elected Washington County Commissioner Stan Karwoski spoke briefly with the council to introduce himself and 

inquire as to how he could better serve the City.  He told the council he had spent 12 years on the Oakdale City Council, 

two years as mayor, and has taken over Ted Berth’s seat on the County Commission.  He plans to check-in with the city a 

couple times per year.  He made a plea for citizens to volunteer for some of the county committees, such as the Parks and 

Open Spaces Committee.  He said that residents find our County to be a desirable place to live (good roads, good parks, 

etc.) and he would like to keep that momentum going forward.  He wants to keep property values high as well as attract 

jobs and businesses.  He would rather see some solid businesses be built rather than all a lot of retail.  While he concedes 

that Economic Development is important, he is a “parks guy” at heart.  Looking forward, he is concerned about water 

quality and quantity.  The council thanked him for attending the meeting. 

 
Minutes from the January meeting were reviewed.  Councilman Kinney proposed Motion 17-10 to approve the January 

2017 minutes as written.  Mayor Bastyr seconded the motion and it passed 3-0.   
 
Treasurer Buchmayer walked the council through the financial statements for 2016.  He said that the city operates on a 

calendar year basis and is accounted for on a cash basis, rather than accrual.  There are two funds, the General Fund and 

the Road and Bridge Fund.  For 2016, the expenses exceeded revenues by $7,393.  The city also received $7,000 in 

escrow deposits for construction going on in the city, so the cash balance has only decreased by $393 from the prior year.  

Buchmayer talked about the major income items and also pointed out that legal fees exceeded the fines generated.  He 

then asked for approval.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-11 to accept the 2016 financial report as presented (with 

commendations) and to authorize a $16,000 transfer from the Road Fund to the General Fund.  Councilman Dahl 

seconded the motion.  Councilman Kinney asked about a $600 expenditure and Mayor Bastyr explained that is given out 

every other year as an election stipend.  The Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Treasurer Buchmayer then announced his resignation from the Treasurer position, effective 2/28/2017.  He then 

introduced Gary Brown as a potential replacement.  Gary said he's been a resident of Pine Springs on 66th and Hilton for 

36 years.  His background is as a technology consultant, both as an analyst and project manager.  Mayor Bastyr proposed 

Motion 17-12 to accept Buchmayer’s resignation.  Councilman Dahl seconded the motion and it passed 3-0.  Mayor 

Bastyr then proposed Motion 17-13 to appoint Gary Brown as Treasurer effective March 1, 2017.  Councilman Dahl 

seconded the motion and it passed 3-0.   
 
The invoices for the month were reviewed: 

Wash. Co. (salt) 1,291.22 

Lawson, Marshall (Dec. legal) 2,422.50 

KEJ Enterprises (snowplowing) 2,000.00 

Waste Mgmt (recycling)    401.86 

Washington Co. (2017 Truth in Taxation Notice)                                            37.98 

Washington Co. (2017 Annual CodeRED Fee)                                                32.06 

Sherrill J. Reid  (Jan. 17th dog pick-up)                                                             90.00 

Frank Bastyr (cell phone, computer, etc.)                                                     1,098.31 

                    Hillcrest Animal Hospital (unclaimed animal…)                                            157.00 
 

 Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-14 to approve the slate of invoices.  Councilman Kinney seconded the motion and it 

passed 3-0. 



 
Mayor Bastyr said he had a discussion with the Wolaks during the month regarding various ways they could be of service 

to the City.  He had thoughts of having them help with special projects or perhaps animal control.   Richard Francis was in 

attendance and he said he would be willing to help by overseeing animal control.  No action was taken. 
 
There were still a couple of pending appointments that had not yet been made for 2017.  Pat Kinney agreed to be acting 

mayor.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-15 to approve Councilman Kinney as Acting Mayor.  Councilman Dahl 

seconded the motion and it passed 3-0.  The position for Planning (liaison from the council) is still open, as is 

Commissioner for Safety and Animal Control.   
 
Jim Guarnera was in attendance to again ask permission to grant access on the city-owned outlot for a hired crew to clean 

up downed trees.  Councilman Kinney asked if pulling out some of the downed trees might cause other ones to fall. The 

plan was made to set up a tour at the end of March so that a decision can be made at the April meeting.  Councilman 

Kinney also said there is a strong possibility that some residents would be unhappy about removing dead wood.  

Councilman Dahl acknowledged that point, but added that it is the responsible thing to remove diseased trees and widow-

makers. 
 
Regarding the rental agreement with Mogren Landscaping, Mayor Bastyr said he will bring the existing contract to the 

March meeting because it will need to be re-negotiated again.  The area was never really cleaned up (the entrance) as 

Mogren had said he would do.    
 

The following correspondence was reviewed: 

 

1. Comprehensive Plan Update – (Mayor handed out the preliminary survey and we will discuss at the 

March meeting) 

2. Ms4 committee and Recycling committee (Pirozzoli will reach out to Recycling committee to see if 

they are interested to work on the recycling grant.  Ms4…..Councilman Dahl is waiting to hear from 

his employer what his level of involvement can be.  He would like to start working with Councilman 

Feely.) 

3. Sheriff’s report for January 

4. Review Animal fees and fines (tabled until animal control is under new leadership) 

5. Washington Co. Legislative Agenda 

6. Gateway Trail newsletter – Winter 2016 

7. Lake Elmo – Comprehensive Plan Amendment for former 3M Tartan Park property (Councilman Dahl 

and Mayor Bastyr will review at their leisure) 

8. Met Council – Corrin Wendell is our new sector representative 

9. Landmark Dividend and Horizon Tower Group – cell tower lease (Mayor Bastyr reported that 

Landmark would like to make an offer.  He has heard nothing from American Tower in the last 

month.) 

 

 
Councilman Kinney asked about the possibility of bike crossings in the city.  Should there be some on Hilton, etc.  He also 

inquired about light pollution, especially the lighting on the nearby highways.  He will look into whether the City could 

request to dim the lights on the highway. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:35 P.M. 
 

 

 

 


