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MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

March 7, 2017 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Kinney, Kardashian and Dahl, Treasurer Brown and City Administrator 

Pirozzoli.   

 
The following invoices were reviewed: 

 Washington County (salt)    1,187.81 

Lawson, Marshall (Jan. legal)    1,406.00 

KEJ Enterprises (snowplowing)    2,000.00 

Waste Mgmt (recycling)                       401.86 

 Washington County (’17 election maintenance fees)           830.00 

 Judie Erickson (planning consultant)      720.00 

 

Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-16 to approve the invoices for payment.  Councilman Kardashian seconded the 

motion.  Councilman Kinney inquired as to the snow removal arrangement with KEJ and Administrator Pirozzoli 

explained that the city pays $2,000/ month from November through March, and then on an hourly rate for any additional 

months.  The vote was taken and the motion passed 4-0.   

 
John Beseman, the Waste Mgmt rep was in attendance for a couple reasons.  First off, he reminded the City that the 

recycling contract will expire at the end of May 2017.  He will work to get us a proposal by our next meeting.  It will give 

options for a one-year, 3-year and 5-year contract extension.  He also was aware that last year the city only renewed for 1 

year because the council was looking at having a single-hauler for garbage, and would perhaps have wanted to bundle that 

with recycling.  He distributed some of the regulations that cities must comply with in order to have just one hauler.  

Because of the difficulties of going to a single-hauler, Richard Francis wondered if we could have a grass-roots effort 

whereby residents would voluntarily choose to use Waste Mgmt if they knew it would save money on their taxes because 

of less road repairs.  Mayor Bastyr intends to put Mark Wolak on this project. 

 

Gary Brown took the oath of office for the treasurer of the City of Pine Springs. 

 

In other appointments, Councilman Dahl said that he would be the planning commission liaison and 

Councilman Kinney agreed to be responsible for safety/animal control.  Mayor Bastyr proposed motion 17-17 

to approve those appointments.  Councilman Kardashian seconded the motion and it passed 4-0 

 

The minutes of the February meeting were reviewed.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-18 to approve the 

minutes as written.  Councilman Kinney seconded the motion and it passed 4-0 

 

Mayor Bastyr reported that he had turned a Mogren land rental check over to the treasurer.  Mogren’s lease is up 

at the end of October, but the contract would need to be renewed at least 90 days before that (end of July).  

Bastyr and Feely took a tour of the property last fall and found that he was using some property that wasn't 

included in the lease.  In addition, he was using a portion of the land for refuse, which he has since stopped 

doing and cleaned up.  Bastyr continued that Mogren had not fulfilled his promise to beautify the entrance.  

Additionally, he hadn't gated it, although he now has a cable across the entrance.  Mayor Bastyr and 

Councilman Kardashian plan to visit the property in question.  Councilman Kinney said he didn't think it was a 

blemish on the City if the entrance wasn't well maintained, but MAY be impacting the Mogren business. 

 



Mayor Bastyr said that Jim Guarnera had contacted him with a few potential dates to visit the downed trees in 

his vicinity.  Mayor Bastyr and Councilman Kardashian will visit the site on Saturday.   

 

Councilman Kinney mentioned that Wright Tree had left him a note at his residence that they will be trimming 

under the high voltage power lines.  He wondered how successful residents have been in the past with 

protecting their trees.  Pirozzoli suggested he talk to Councilman Feely, and the council said that, historically, 

there hasn’t been much a resident can do when Xcel wants to clear-cut under the lines.   

 

Planning Commission chairperson Jim Malkowski said that the planning commission has put together a survey 

to be mailed to residents.  While it first seemed as though the council should be offering suggestions to improve 

the survey, Mayor Bastyr indicated that the council should not be micro-managing the matter.  He then proposed 

Motion 17-19 to direct the council to bring three potential survey questions (to next month’s meeting) that they 

would like to have removed from the survey.    Councilman Dahl seconded the Motion.  Councilman Kinney 

asked the significance of having only three questions removed.  Mayor Bastyr responded that he finds three that 

he would like to have removed.  After a lengthy discussion about how effective the survey might be in gathering 

input, an acceptable return percentage, and what the council’s input SHOULD be on the matter, Mayor Bastyr 

rescinded his motion.  Then Councilman Kardashian proposed Motion 17-20 direct councilmembers to come 

prepared to the April 4th meeting to discuss and finalize all survey questions (both the ones prepared by the 

planning commission as well as the City Council portion).  Councilman Kinney seconded the motion and it 

passed 3-1 with Mayor Bastyr voting nay. 

 

Mayor Bastyr reviewed the following correspondence: 

1. Sheriff’s report for February 

2. Census Bureau – forms to be completed (Mayor Bastyr will complete) 

3. Met Council – draft of 2016 Generalized Land Use for Pine Springs (Mayor Bastyr will review) 

 

Councilman Kinney had a conversation with the DOT representative to discuss the brighter lighting on highway 

36.  He is waiting to hear what the state can do about it.  It was suggested that concerns about “lighting 

pollution” could be another question on the comprehensive plan survey. 

 

The City’s attorney at Lawson, Marshall has requested that the City sign a resolution giving Lawson the ability 

to access files related to criminal history.  Mayor Bastyr proposed motion 17- 21 to approve the resolution that 

had been provided by the attorney.  Councilman Dahl seconded the motion and it passed 4-0. 

 

It was noted that the potholes that had occurred at the apron of Hilton Trail and 62nd were fixed for now by 

Washington County.  That area will likely deteriorate again this spring. 

 

Councilman Dahl said he hasn't heard anything from his work (mnPCA) as far as how involved he can be on the 

City’s MS4 permitting/reporting requirements. 

 

Mayor Bastyr gave an update on conversations with American Tower.  They asked him to repeat the request we 

made in December again.  It was beyond the parameters of what the representative could act on, but he will take 

it to his superiors.   

 

Mayor Bastyr asked Administrator Pirozzoli is she has heard anything from the county re: their proposal to 

handle elections for the City.  Administrator Pirozzoli said she has not received any recent emails, but she will 

follow up on it. 

 

Councilman Dahl said that he had reviewed the plans from Lake Elmo for the Tartan Park development.  He has 

concerns about the drainage / run-off and where that water would be headed to.  He questioned whether they 

would inundate any existing water surfaces or overwhelm them.   

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:10 P.M. 


