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MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

April 4, 2017 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Kinney and Feely and Administrator Pirozzoli. 
 
Mayor Bastyr announced that the council needs to be out of the building before 11:00 so he will adhere to Robert's Rules 

of order to help stay on task and finish the business in a timely fashion. 
 
The minutes of the March meeting were reviewed.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 17-22 to approve the minutes as 

written.  Councilman Kinney seconded the motion and it passed 3-0. 
 
Waste Management representative Jonathon Beseman said that we currently have a very good rate for recycling since the 

average rate in the area is between $3.25 and $3.50 per house per month.  He presented the options for 1-year, 3-year, and 

5-year extension.  The council will discuss either later in the meeting or at next month's meeting and let him know of the 

decision so he can get the proper signatures before our agreement runs out at the end of May. 

 
Resident Dan Varberg (7727 64th Street) was in attendance seeking a permit for a deck replacement.  The current deck is 

20' by 10'.  The new deck would be two feet longer, measuring 20' x 12'.  The council made the necessary inquiries about 

footings, setbacks, wells and septic, etc.  After discussion, Councilman Feely proposed Motion 17-23 to approve the deck 

plans for Dan Varberg subject to the Winmar Architectural Committee approval.  Councilman Kinney seconded the 

motion and it passed 3-0. 

 
Joe Johnson of 79 East Long Lake Road in Mahtomedi was in attendance with his septic system consultant to make a plea 

to the Pine Springs city council.  Mr. Johnson said he is in need of a new system, and said he has no suitable site on his 

own property.  Because he has the lake on one side of his house, and very little usable remaining property, his options on 

his own property would be to remove an in-ground pool, or take a chance using an experimental system.  His existing 

system does not meet the setbacks to the well, and probably wouldn't meet it to the neighbor's well.  Directly across from 

his property is an outlot in the Pinehurst development of Pine Springs.  He would like to utilize approximately 5,000 sq. ft. 

of that area for his drain field.  When asked if a mound system would take up less area, his consultant responded that he 

would need more area if it was a mound system.  Mayor Bastyr gave the history of the outlot area explaining that the 

zoning for that area is 2 ½ acres per home.  But when the development went in, the builder did some cluster homes and 

that outlot area was set aside in case the residents needed to use it for future drainfield expansion.  The council discussed 

that perhaps there could be some sort of lease for 3-5 years in case Mahtomedi runs city water and sewer down Long Lake 

Road at some point in the future.  Mayor Bastyr asked if the system could be designed to take up less space and possibly 

be as close as possible to his property.  When Mayor Bastyr had talked to the Mahtomedi city administrator about the 

issue, the administrator raised the question as to who would be the enforcing body for the system, especially if the tanks 

were on Johnson's property but the drainfield was in Pine Springs.  Jim Malkowski stated that he is concerned with the 

affluence going into the lake and urged the council to NOT DELAY, as time is of the essence.  Some members felt that 

Mahtomedi needs to have some input.  After much discussion, Councilman Kinney proposed Motion 17-24 that we 

continue the discussion with the executives at Mahtomedi and to determine who would be responsible for enforcing the 

system.  We would also need to create or figure out an option for Mr. Johnson to lease or purchase an easement from the 

City of Pine Springs and to have that accomplished with 30 days.  Mayor Bastyr seconded the motion.  Councilman Feely 

thinks we should be moving it along faster because of the upcoming rainy season when the ground will likely be already 

saturated and the septic system could be failing.  Mayor Bastyr said that we could recess the meeting for two weeks.   

There would need to be some engineering and perhaps a survey, some legal work, etc.  Allow a week and half or two to do 

design work.  County review for the plan might take a week.  Joe Johnson asked if he would need to be at the meeting.  

Mayor Bastyr replied that it is a public meeting and anyone is welcome to attend, however, it probably would be more 

conducive to our discussions if he were not present.  A vote was taken and the motion passed 3-0 passed. 



 
Jim Guarnera was again in attendance to discuss the tree removal area.  Pat Kinney said that he understands that the goal 

is to remove the downed trees on both his yard and his site-line on the city property.  He would like the large trucks to 

access the property from city property.  Woodchuck is the company he has hired to remove the dead wood.  He would take 

his 4-wheel ATV and pull his 4-foot trailer down and pull the lumber out to the flat, non-treed areas.  He is planning to 

wait until mid-summer when the ground is good and dry.  The council expressed concern that others might begin using 

that path.  Mayor Bastyr said that without walking the path, he doesn't think that the council can appreciate that the path 

could get blocked off.  Councilman Feely said he's more worried about re-opening the access at the old construction site.  

Guarnera said he would bring in one-loader truck and it would only take a portion of a day.  Pat Kinney wondered if we 

would be setting a precedence.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-25 directing Guarnera to purchase some red or yellow 

tape to mark the area that they would be clearing to establish a construction boundary that the tree removal company 

would NOT go beyond.  He should mark to the extremes of the path going up the hill.  At that point, someone from the 

city will come and look at it and approve it before the project progresses.  He also requested that if there is room on the 

truck, it should haul away the wood that is currently up there.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 3-0. 
 
Mayor Bastyr opened the discussion on the comprehensive plan update survey by proposing Motion 17-26 to rescind 

motion 17-20 from the prior month.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 3-0.  Bastyr then proposed 

Motion 17-27 to direct the council members to only go through the sections 7 and 8 that Bastyr wrote, but that the 

planning commission eliminate up to 25% of the survey because there appears to be some duplication, etc.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Kinney.   Residents in the audience said had completed the survey and it took 6-13 minutes.  

The council agreed that they shouldn't spend all kinds of time on this survey when the planning commission has already 

spent hours on.  Feely added that Mahtomedi is going through their comprehensive planning process, and they don't do a 

survey.  The question was raised as to whether Pine Springs should even do one.  Some felt that good information is 

obtained, it gives the residents a voice, and the expense isn't all that great since we have a small population.   A vote was 

taken and the Motion passed 3-0.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 17-28 to submit the questions from section 7 & 8 

to the planning commission as is (with typo fix).  Mayor Bastyr seconded it and it passed 3-0.   

 
Trustee Feely reported on the road work that needs to be done.  66th Street on the east side of Hilton has fallen apart and 

can no longer be patched.   Schifsky's estimate came in at $57,000 to totally re-do it. There are only 10 homes on that road 

and the first six driveways are right away.  Another option is to do patching and a 1-inch overlay for $24,000.  It would 

look like a brand-new road, and with the light traffic on that street, we could get 5-10 years out of it.  Patching on 62nd will 

likely cost around $5,000.  Henna Court probably needs some work too.  Councilman Kinney asked the history behind not 

accessing people for the road work and the mayor explained that, with the exception of 55th Street which was totally 

rebuilt, the city has paid for road repairs instead of assessing the homeowners in the vicinity.  To assess the homeowners 

takes time and manpower.  Feely's recommendation would be to do the 1 inch overlay on both 66th and Henna for a total 

of approximately $40K.  That gives us space to do some other patching around the city.  He will also will contract with 

Ken Johnson for brush cutting, etc.  along the roadways like he did last year.   

 
T Mobile has requested a building permit for some work on and around the cell phone tower.  Mayor Bastyr proposed 

Motion 17-29 to approve the permit, pending approval from Mick Kaehler.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it 

passed 3-0. 
 
Invoices to be approved were reviewed: 

 Washington County (salt)                                330.45  

Lawson, Marshall (Feb. legal)                      1,472.50 

Postmaster                                                          49.00  

Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-30 to approve the invoices for payment.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it 

passed 3-0.   
 
Because of the late hour, the meeting was recessed at 10:55 P.M. to continue city business on Tuesday, April 18th, at 7 PM 

at OH Anderson School.   
 

 

 

 



Continuation meeting April 18, 2017 7:00 P.M. 
 
Councilmember present included Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely, Kinney and Dahl and Administrator Pirozzoli. 

 
The first order of business was to review the recycling contract extension proposal from Waste Management.  Discussion 

ensued as to how long of a period the city should commit to, with the thinking being that if the City goes to a single-hauler 

for garbage, the city may be able to receive a better rate for recycling if we were to use Waste Mgmt for garbage as well.  

Some councilmembers expressed that a one-year contract would likely be too soon to have the garbage matter resolved, 

and next year we would once again be reviewing the recycling contract again. The difference in price was a little over 

$200 more per year to stick with the 1-year extension.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-31 to approve a 3-year contract 

with Waste Mgmt.  (Year 1: $2.83, year 2:  $2.91 and year 3:  $3.00)  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it 

passed 4-0.   
 
Mayor Bastyr noted that the city has heard nothing since the last meeting from Bossert and also nothing from Guarnera.   
 
The following correspondence items were reviewed: 

1. Sheriff’s report for March 

2. Wash. Co – election proposal (Pirozzoli to ask for clarification) 

 

Pat Kinney reported about people parking/loitering at the end of Warner Avenue near the dead end and his driveway.  

Would a no-parking sign stop that?  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 17-32 to install a “No parking” sign at the end of 

Warner and then to install a NO OUTLET / Dead End sign near the intersection of Long Lake Road and Warner.  In 

addition, the street sign for Long Lake Road and Warner Road has gone missing, so he would replace the signage on the 

top of the existing post.  Mayor Bastyr seconded the motion.  Councilman Dahl raised the question as to the legality of 

“No Outlet” vs. “Dead End”.   Trustee Feely explained that Ken Johnson said the new lingo is NO OUTLET.  A vote was 

taken and it passed 4-0. 

 

Administrator Pirozzoli said she had received an email from Sam Hjort re: a few different items.  One of them 

had to do with the amount of deer on Viking Drive as well as the speed at which people drive on that stretch of 

road.  He inquired as to whether one of more of the following signs could be installed along Viking:  No Outlet, 

Speed Limit 30, Deer Crossing, etc.  The council said there is already a “No Outlet” sign just west of the small 

round-about that MnDOT installed.  There are deer everywhere in the city, and the council felt that drivers 

wouldn’t drive any slower or more cautious if the sign was installed.  He also asked if the city would consider 

petitioning the DOT to place a “Stop” sign on the east bound exit at Hilton, and speed limits for the entire 

roundabout.  The council has already made the request for the stop sign and MnDOT has responded that they 

would never put one there.    

 
Mayor Bastyr led the discussion on the lease renewal with American Tower (the city leases land for the cell phone tower).  

After much discussion, Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-33 to sign the 15-year extension (three 5-year extensions) with 

American Tower pending the following actions: 

• The city will ask them to update the special use permit.   

• The city will request the current insurance certificate. 

• The city will ask for proof that the restoration bond is still in place. 

• The city will ask to have the confidentiality clause removed. 

• The city will ask for Garret Lysiak’s approval and recommendation.   
Councilman Dahl seconded the motion.  Councilman Kinney suggested that we pursue looking at having another cell 

phone tower erected in the city at the other site in the city (which is in the SW quadrant).  A vote was taken and the motion 

passed 4-0.   
 
The council began their discussion on the Joe Johnson septic system matter.  Councilman Kinney initially felt that that the 

City should probably let them have some space on a 3-5 year lease, but that we require them to hook into Mahtomedi city 

water and sewer if and when it comes down the road.  Trustee Feely feels as though Johnson would be taking prime 

property for others to expand their septic system and felt that there are alternative systems which take up considerably less 

land, such as the pressurized system that Mike Henry used, that should be considered.  He felt they could put the tanks on 



their own property and only would probably need to utilize 900 sq. ft.  Councilman Dahl felt that all options should be on 

the table before a decision should be made.  He felt that Johnsons shot themselves in the foot by building out the entire 

property (putting in a pool, etc.) and not allowing themselves a secondary site for the drainfield.  Lack of planning on their 

part shouldn't constitute an emergency on the city’s part.  Mayor Bastyr reviewed minutes from 1994 when a Pine Springs 

resident asked to use the outlot for their drainfield.  The City engaged a planner to offer advice on the matter and also held 

a public hearing.  He read excerpts that were written by the late Dick Zietlow regarding the city’s intended use of the 

outlot.  Bastyr then proposed Motion 17-34 to tell Joe Johnson that the City needs to go through a procedure and will not 

be able to meet his 90-day deadline.  We would ask the planning commission to study and advise on the request and also 

hold a public hearing before any decision would get made.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Feely.  Councilman 

Dahl reiterated that Johnson must explore all options available on his property.  That would include getting a second 

opinion.  Councilman Kinney would like him to know that this isn't a sure thing, and he needs to explore more options.  

What would his plan be?  A vote was taken and the Motion passed 4-0. 

 
Councilman Kinney reported on his progress with the light pollution from the highway lighting.  The MnDOT guy 

straightened 5 poles to shine downward more and they replaced the lights on those 5 with bulbs they have found have less 

glare.  It doesn’t appear they were able to lessen wattage nor turn down the grid.  Mayor Bastyr stated that he could tell 

that it wasn't shining his direction as much.   

 
The suggestion had been made to start the city council meetings at 7 PM instead of 8 PM.  Administrator Pirozzoli will 

research the matter and see if there is a legal reason to continue starting the meetings at 8.  She seemed to recall it was in 

the city’s bylaws. 

 
Mayor Bastyr presented the information on the conduit revenue obligation by the City for Hill-Murray School.  He said he 

has talked to a few other cities that have been involved this type of arrangement and they said that were apprehensive at 

first, but are now convinced it is an entirely safe and legal way to add income for the city.   The council had plenty of 

questions and although the mayor could answer most of them, he will also call the League of MN Cities and run it by that 

legal team there to get their blessing.  He then proposed Motion 17-35 to proceed forward with the revenue opportunity.  

The motion was seconded by Councilman Kinney and the vote passed 4-0.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:20 PM 

 

 

 


