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MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

May 2, 2017 
 

Present were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Kinney, Feely, Kardashian and Dahl, Treasurer Brown and Administrator 

Pirozzoli. 

 
Minutes of the April meetings were reviewed. Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-36 to approve the minutes after the 

correction in motion number.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 5-0. 

 
Invoices received during the month were reviewed: 

 Washington County (salt)                           518.91                               

  Lawson, Marshall (Mar. legal)                1,729.00 

ISD #832 (reserve room for 4/18 meeting)  10.00 

Waste Mgmt (recycling)                             401.86 

City of Mahtomedi (snowplowing)            887.50 

Frank Bastyr (cell phone monthly charge) 170.80 

 

Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion  17-37 to approve the invoices received during the month.  Councilman Feely seconded 

the motion and it passed 5-0.  (Corrected amount for Lawson.) 

 
Mary Hoff presented the council with information on Lake Links Trail Network.  The organization is hoping to gain the 

City’s support for completing the Lake Links Trail project around White Bear Lake.  When completed, the trail will be 

close to 10 miles long and will cost around $5 million.  It would improve biking and pedestrian access around the lake.  

By gaining support from the surrounding cities, they are hoping to receive financial support from the legislature through 

Bill SF1231 HF 1546.  When asked if the trail would include a dedicated pedestrian stretch, Ms. Hoff responded that the 

trail would not necessarily be physically separated for pedestrians, but that it would be at least visually separated.  In some 

places, it would be a shared route with cars.   Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-38 to pass the resolution.  Councilman 

Kinney seconded the motion.   Mayor Bastyr asked if a speed limit would be set and Hoff said that had been discussed but 

no decision had been made yet.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Greg Moltzan (6101 Hytrail Ave. N.)  was in attendance requesting a permit for an in-ground swimming pool.  He 

presented the council with the plans.  There was some question as to the height of the fence, although he knew it would be 

black chain link.  The council reviewed the plans and insured the setback, etc. met the code requirements.  Councilman 

Kardashian proposed Motion 17-39 to approve the swimming pool plans, including a fence to code, and after approval 

from Winmar Estates Architectural Committee and Mick Kaehler, with no variance needed.  Mayor Bastyr seconded the 

motion and it passed 5-0. 

 
Correspondence received during the month indicated that Lawson Law firm has changed their name to Galawitz Olson 

PLLC.  It was duly noted that the firm is still the city’s legal counsel. 

 

Mayor Bastyr reviewed the following correspondence: 

1. Wash. Co. – Attorney’s Office – 2016 Annual Report 

2. Sheriff’s report for April 

 
Councilman Dahl reported that he has been cleared (at work) to serve on the City Council.  Recently, an MS4 issue has 

arisen after a landscape contractor placed erodible materials in the roadway without any type of perimeter control.  Dahl 

said that anything placed into our owned and operated conveyance system would technically be considered a problem 

(except rain and snow).  The overall plan is to reduce the amount of foreign matters getting into the waterways.  It would 



be a good idea to have a discussion with our building inspector to tell him we are watching for illicit discharge 

enforcement response procedures.  Councilman Dahl also brought up the sink hole that has been a problem (Xcel) near his 

property.  Mayor Bastyr and Councilman Feely will visit the site to look at it again. 
 
Mayor Bastyr updated the council on the Conduit Revenue Obligation matter.  Treasurer Brown has put together a 

comprehensive list of questions that would need answers from the attorneys at Briggs and Morgan.  Currently, Hill 

Murray is in negotiation with Premier Bank and that seems to be holding up the process.  Brown and Bastyr don't feel that 

the City should hire an attorney at this point.  Mayor Bastyr talked to the League of MN Cities and they have not been 

able to provide any expertise because they haven't had experience with those types of arrangements.  No action was taken.   
 
Councilman Kardashian talked to a homeowner on 64th Street that has constructed an outbuilding without seeking 

permission.  Kardashian reported that there appears to be a few issues:  1.) the outbuilding (grey building) which was built 

without a permit and does not meet Winmar standards, 2.) an RV (longer than 25 ft.) parked in the backyard without 

permit and 3.) other vehicles in the backyard.  Winmar Estates is still in effect (the term was for 30 years and then 

successive 10 year terms).  After discussion, it was decided to send the city’s building inspector (Mick Kaehler) out to red-

tag the building.  Following that, the city will send a letter about the building violation, the RV violation, and the car-

parking violation.  Mayor Bastyr will contact Kaehler and after he reports back that the building has been red-tagged, the 

mayor will issue the letter.   
 
Councilman Kardashian inquired about the easement at the end of 64th Street.  Mayor Bastyr and Councilman Feely 

responded that there is a public easement that connects to Ideal Avenue.  Paul Schultz wanted it there to more easily 

access his home on Ideal. He appears to be the only one using that easement.   When looking at the plat, it looks like it's 

city owned property.   
 
Administrator Pirozzoli reported that she had been in contact with the County regarding the handling of elections in 2018 

and beyond.  She had questioned the high estimated costs in their first proposal and the county has come back with a new 

estimate of $9,326.  The council agreed to move forward with the county doing the election. 
 
Mayor Bastyr gave a brief update on the cell tower agreement.  Once American Tower gives the city the final version of 

the amendments, the council will need to take action.  Eventually, another special use permit will need to be issued.   

Payment is due within 30 days after the signing of the agreement.  The mayor said that he had also talked to the owner of 

other cell phone tower properties, comparing details, and believes that we have a very good arrangement. 
 
Mayor Bastyr reported that Joe Johnson (Mahtomedi resident on Long Lake Road) is looking at other septic system 

options and he will get back to us.   

 
Councilman Feely reported that he had been in contact with Wright Tree Service who is wanting to trim tree for Xcel on 

the city’s Pinehurst outlot near Long Lake Road.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-40 to give them permission to bring 

in equipment to clear cut the trees and brush from the west boundary east to 100 feet 12 feet wide.  The rest should be 

done by hand.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Feely and passed 5-0. 
 
It was reported that there will be NO treatment on Long Lake this year.  On a related matter, Councilman Dahl said that 

we need to encourage Mahtomedi to patrol the boats entering the lake.  He has noticed that people move the boulders on 

Long Lake Road and back their boats into the water.  Councilman Feely will call Mahtomedi and make them aware of the 

matter. 
 
As time was running out, the council was made aware of two other code violations, both on Long Lake Road.  Consistent 

with the handling of the code violation on 64th Street, the building inspector will be notified and take action. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 


