
 

 

City of Pine Springs 
       
Reply to: 
Karen M Pirozzoli 
City Administrator 
6145 Warner Avenue South 
Pine Springs, MN 551157677 

              
Minutes of the Pine Springs City Council 

August 8, 2017 
 
Present were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Kinney, Feely, Kardashian and Dahl, Treasurer Brown and Administrator 

Pirozzoli. 
 
The minutes of the July meeting were reviewed.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 17-51 to approve the minutes as 

written.  Councilman Kinney seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.   
 
Steve Vennemann (7465 Pinecrest Road) was in attendance to discuss a proposed addition to his home.  According to the 

proposed plans, he would need a variance because he would be encroaching 3 ½ feet to the side yard setback (16.5 feet vs 

20-foot setback).  Discussion ensued as to how to determine where their lot line is.  The suggestion was made that a 

survey be done, but the comment was made as to that expense.  Mayor Bastyr proposed motion 17-52 to set a public 

hearing for 8 PM for the September 5th meeting.   The hardship is that they need additional space as they have little closet 

space and little space for laundry.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.  Vennemann was instructed 

that he needs to ask for permission from his surrounding neighbors (both husband and wife) on the corner of Warner and 

62nd as well as the Bingens.  It was determined that it is city property directly across the street from him.   More discussion 

is needed within the council to talk about procedures, grounds for hardship, etc.  Treasurer Brown offered to work on 

writing up some permit and variance requirements as well as an application process.  He will prepare a draft which he will 

present to the council for comments. 

 
Jim and Nancy Ischer were in attendance to address their code violations.  They would like to request a public hearing to 

obtain a special use permit to park their RV in their back yard.  They will take pictures and write the explanation of the 

what they would like to do.  Because the Ischers do not feel comfortable speaking to their neighbors about the matter 

(getting signatures), Mayor Bastyr offered to do that for them after he receives their information.   A discussion took place 

about the access drive for the RV.  A discussion took place about the access drive for the RV.  Ischers stated they do not 

want a class 5 driveway and would prefer it remain grass.  They also want to shave off a few inches of ground where there 

is a crest in the hill so they won’t have trouble pulling the RV over the curb, scraping,etc.  Councilman Kardashian stated 

if they leave access to the back yard as grass, he would not oppose either the access or the grading of the crest of the 

hill.  They also confirmed they would not be driving over their septic to gain access to back yard.  They will get the info to 

Mayor Bastyr by the 25th of August, otherwise it won’t be posted for a September 5th public hearing. 

 
As far as the Ischer accessory building, Mayor Bastyr called for a motion to discuss.  Councilman Kardashian proposed 

Motion 17-53 to approve the building permit for the Ischers.  Mayor Bastyr seconded the motion.  Kardashian explained 

that the city council and Winmar Estate Architectural Committee work independently.  Their temporary structure was in 

violation of both City code as well as Winmar Covenants.  A vote was taken and it was defeated 5-0 (unanimous nay).  

Mayor Bastyr inquired as to when the temporary building will be removed.  The Ischers responded that it will come down 

by the 1st of November.   
 

The following correspondence was reviewed: 

 

1. Joint Powers agreement with County to manage elections – due to being short on time, didn’t discuss.  

Administrator Pirozzoli will find out when it’s due back at the county and whether our city attorney 

really needs to sign it. 



 

 

2. Treasurer Brown – Input on City’s financial format and footnotes – a few suggestions were made and he 

will bring a new version to next month's meeting 
3. Sheriff’s report for July 

4. Kardashian – testing water for contaminants (pushed back to next month’s agenda) 

5. Dates and times for meetings in upcoming year (keep it at 8 PM but don’t go past 10:30 PM)  Also, 

attempt to put time limits on each agenda item 

6. Wash. Co. Community Development Agency – would like to meet with us. 

 
The question was raised as to what was happening at the home on the SW corner of Hilton Trail and 62nd.  A couple 

people familiar with the activity replied that they had stumps and other brush removed.  There is nothing new being built, 

but because of the heavy equipment there was the potential for street damage.  No action required. 
 
Mayor Bastyr reported that there is a possibility for some state aid grants.  He and Treasurer Brown will talk about it 

before the December deadlines. 
 
 

The following invoices were reviewed: 

  Galowitz Olson, PLLC (June legal)                      2,612.50 

Waste Mgmt (recycling)                                           401.86 

T Mobile                                                                     56.98 

ISD#832                                                                      10.00 

  

Councilman Feely proposed Motion 17-54 to approve the invoices.  Mayor Bastyr seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.   
 
Mayor Bastyr recused himself in the discussion regarding his proposed plan to purchase land across the street from his 

house to be used as a site for his new septic system.  He would also want to build an accessory building on the site.  

Councilman Kinney described the arrangement.  In order to open discussion, Councilman Kardashian proposed Motion 

17-55 to approve the re-platting of the land in order to install a septic system and construct a building.  Councilman 

Kinney referred to Ordinance 5 section 4, subsection 1, which states that you must build a residential home.  He also cited 

code section 405.01 that requires a building permit for the principal building to which it is accessory.  Because the lot is 

less than the required 2 ½  acres, it is not possible to build a home on it, therefore he can’t build an accessory building.   

Councilman Kardashian seems to think that there are options to getting to the outlot.  The building seems to be the 

stumbling block.    Based on what he read in the ordinances and code sections, he is in favor of using it for septic, but not 

for the building.  Councilman Feely doesn't seem how the council could approve selling off part of a substandard lot.  He 

explained that it would STILL be substandard even if Davenport were to combine his two lots.  Councilman Kardashian 

referenced the ordinances that said the city cannot allow the subdivision of a lot less than 2 ½ acres.  Additionally, 

according to code section 403.02, the two lots owned by Davenport should be combined.  Councilman Dahl wondered if 

there was a linear distance from the house, and nobody seemed to know.  He also talked about ordinance 17, which 

promotes orderly development, consistent etc.  Councilman Kardashian also stated that Section 5 says that if you are non-

conforming, you can't be changed to another non-conforming use.  He said that Mayor Bastyr has a non-conforming septic 

system.  (It's working, but non-conforming........like a lot of residents in the city).  The city has established that he can't put 

the drainfield with the 75-foot setback from the lake.  He has to look elsewhere and it would likely be towards the outlot.  

Councilman Kinney called for the vote.  It failed to carry 4-0 (nay by all except Bastyr, who abstained). 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


