
 

 

    
City of Pine Springs 

Minutes of the Pine Springs City Council Meeting 
September 5, 2017 

 
Present were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Kinney, Feely, Kardashian and Dahl, Treasurer Brown and Administrator 

Pirozzoli. 
 
The minutes of the August meeting were reviewed.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 17-56 to approve the 

minutes as corrected.  Councilman Kardashian seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.   
 
Invoices received during the month were reviewed: 

 

 Waste Mgmt (recycling)                                           401.86 

T Mobile                                                                     56.98 

ISD#832                                                                      10.00 

League of MN Cities (dues)                                     571.00 

MN Mayors Assoc. (dues)                                          30.00 

Gary Brown                                                               106.25 

 
Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-57 to approve the invoices for payment.  Councilman Feely seconded the 

motion and it passed 5-0. 
 
Mayor Bastyr recessed the regular council meeting and opened the public hearing regarding the 8 x 25' addition 

onto the west side of Steve Vennemann’s home (7465 Pinecrest Rd).  The planned addition would encroach on the 

setback by a little less than 3 feet.  The council was having difficulty reading the various drawings, so Mr. 

Vennemann explained his planned addition and how/where it would fit on his house.  Because a variance was 

being requested, Councilman Dahl asked what the hardship was.  Venneman explained that if he doesn’t build the 

addition the length of the house, the roof-line would look odd.  If he were to cut down on the size of the addition 

(make it 5 feet instead of 8 feet), there wouldn't be enough additional space to justify the expense of the addition.  

Councilman Dahl said he had gone onto the League of MN Cities website to educate himself on what constitutes a 

hardship.  Some of the items to take into consideration:  is it a reasonable request, how will it look, is it altering 

the essential character of the location.  It was noted that there were no comments from the public.  Mayor Bastyr 

closed the public hearing. 
 
After Mayor Bastyr re-opened the city council meeting, Councilman Feely proposed Motion 17-58 to approve the 

variance from the setback ordinance requiring 20 feet to the side yard setback.  The planned addition would be 17 

feet from the side lot line.  Councilman Kardashian seconded the motion.  Councilman Dahl said that we need to 

continue working on a set of procedures for people making an application for a permit or variance, etc.  The rest 

of the council agreed.  The vote was taken and passed 5-0. 
 
Mayor Bastyr recessed the regular council meeting and opened the public hearing regarding the request by the 

Ischers for a conditional use permit to park their RV (in excess of 25') in their rear lot.  It is also for the city to 



 

 

issue a special use permit to allow a secondary access driveway at 7860 64th Street in Pine Springs.  Jim and 

Nancy Ischer were not present.  It was noted that the Ischers’ proposal has changed from what was talked about at 

the August meeting where they indicated that the driveway would be grass.   
 
Scott Bocklund of 7820 64th Street (west side of Ischers) gave an overview.  He said that the Ischers are good 

people, raised good kids, etc.  He sees himself moving out of Pine Springs at some point in time and real estate 

professionals have told him that his property has been devalued by as much as 5% because of the items 

accumulating in the Ischers’ yard.  To him, it has become an economic issue.  Bocklund said that Winmar Estates 

is more restrictive than the city's code.  From a legal standpoint, residents (of Winmar Estates) only recourse is to 

sue their neighbor, which he does NOT want to do.  He wishes there had been some mediation procedures written 

into the covenants.  Bocklund doesn't want another driveway running down close to his property line.  He is 

opposed to both requests.  Leonard and Sharon Copt (7770 64th Street) were also in attendance.  Mr. Copt stated 

that he completely agrees with Scott Bocklund.  He appreciates the opportunity the council has given him to speak 

on the matter.  He said that the accumulation of items in the back yard has continually gotten worse and worse.  

He thought it would be a temporary storage area, but obviously it's not.  The multitude of vehicles and lack of 

cooperation from the Ischers is evident.  He realizes that he has been overly cooperative and should have spoken 

up sooner about the matter. 

 
Harold Bruner (66th Street) also thought that the temporary building was temporary.  He said that when he looked 

to build his home many years ago, he was attracted to his current property because of the strict covenants and felt 

that yards would be kept up nicely.   In the past, he has owned large items (boat, trailer, etc.) that he stored OFF 

SITE.  He can't imagine parking that type of vehicle on his property. 
 
Eric Mead has only lived in his house a year, but he wants to protect his property values, just as Mr. Bocklund has 

described.  He has difficulty with the request, especially the driveway because it creates a pathway for more 

vehicles to be parked in the back yard.  He has owned a similar sized RV, and understands the convenience of 

having it right at your house.  The RV has been there unpermitted, so Ischers have been in violation for an 

extended period of time.  He said that because they have a history of abusing the situation, perhaps they shouldn't 

be issued the variance.   

 
When asked by the council how long some of the items have been in the back yard, the answers varied but there 

was agreement that all items had been there at least 10 years, some as long as 27 years.  The cars and chassis have 

been there at least 10 years.  Mr. Copt contends that Ischer uses his yard as a business.  He repairs cars in his tuck-

under garage.  He has no confidence that anything would improve with the Ischers.  Mrs. Bocklund said that if he 

were just asking about his RV and there weren’t any other violations, they would probably say YES to it, but 

because of the history of all of the other vehicles and abuses, they are not in favor of it.   
 
Some members of the audience seemed to criticize the council for not acting sooner.  Mayor Bastyr explained that 

the council does NOT go around looking for trouble, but waits until people come forward.  Once a neighbor came 

forward, the city began to deal with it.   
 
Kardashian explained that he took action within 24 hours of hearing about the matter, so he takes issue with the 

idea that we don't enforce the covenants.  The city council and Winmar Estates Architectural Committee work 

together and they have taken steps together, faster than the council has ever reacted.  He also pointed out article 

10 of the covenants dealing with junked cars.   

 
Mayor Bastyr said that he believes that all the matters discussed are actually in violation of the city code.  Mr. 

Bocklund stated that backing Ischer’s RV back into the spot is offensive behavior to him.  He added that he also 

does not want the hump graded because it would impact his property.  Mayor Bastyr then closed the public 

hearing.   



 

 

 
Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-59 to deny both permit requests.  Ischers are currently in violation and it's the 

city council’s prerogative to deny them permission.  The council controls access from the street (driveways).  He 

says that virtually all the neighbors are opposed to it.  He can think of no overriding reason to approve it over the 

voice of the neighbors.  He said that certainly if something gets turned down tonight, it may get requested at 

another point in time.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion.  Councilman Kinney liked what the mayor said 

except that he didn't want to leave the window open for it to get approved later.  Mayor Bastyr said he didn’t mean 

that the same plan would get approved.  Councilman Dahl said that he believes it should get turned down because 

he already has filled his available parking spots.  Kardashian said that he thinks there would be trouble if we 

turned it down because the council has approved others in the city (it was pointed out that the council has also 

turned down a request).  Mayor Bastyr said that he wants to amend his motion to include Councilman Dahl's 

suggestion about section 708.09 serving as a reason for denial.  Councilman Dahl seconded the motion.  

Councilman Feely said that he doesn't think we should vote tonight and Kardashian agreed with him.  Mr. 

Bocklund said that the photos were staged, and that the RV has been on the lot line at times or simply moved 

forward in its current spot.  The trailer is not typically where it is currently sitting.  The vote was taken and the 

motion to deny both requests was approved by a vote of 3-2 (Kinney, Dahl and Bastyr voting aye and Feely and 

Kardashian voted Nay).  When questioned about how it will be enforced, Mayor Bastyr stated that he will issue a 

letter telling Ischers of the denial and saying they have until Nov. 1st to get the trailer removed.   By previous 

agreement, the accessory building will be removed by November 1, 2017.  
 
Treasurer Brown led the council through the proposed 2018 budget.  His current budget shows excess expenses of 

$7,500.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-60 to approve the preliminary budget and the $50,000 tax levy.  Gary 

Brown suggested that we wait until next week's meeting to vote.  Mayor rescinded his motion.   

 
Because of the late hour, the meeting was recessed until Tuesday, September 12th at 7 PM.  Administrator 

Pirozzoli will request the room. 
 
Mayor Bastyr reconvened the September city council meeting and led the attendees in the pledge of allegiance.  

Present were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely, Kardashian and Dahl, Treasurer Brown and Administrator 

Pirozzoli.   

 

Mayor Bastyr introduced Vicki Keating as a possible replacement for Administrator Pirozzoli.  Keating has 

worked as the Willernie City Clerk since 1997.  She also serves as Treasurer.  She works 9-12 Monday thru 

Thursday and usually stays late and comes in on Friday.  When asked about her current job, Keating said that it's 

been a great experience and the people are great!   Bastyr provided the councilmen with a tentative contract with 

instruction to review it in hopes of discussion and approval at the October meeting. 
 
Treasurer Brown walked the council through the budget.  He mentioned that a PO box would also likely be 

necessary for the city, but the council felt that wasn’t a significant enough expense to change the budget.  The 

council spent a significant amount of time discussing possible road work, but the consensus was that it's too early 

to tell what will be needed for repairs next year.  Councilman Kardashian, proposed Motion 17-61 to approve the 

revised budget with the street repairs at $50,000, building rental increased to $1,000 (includes space rental of 

$50/month at Willernie City hall to store records, etc.) and comprehensive planning fee increased to $5,000 with a 

net projected deficit of $1,250 and tax levy of $55,000.   Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it passed 4-

0.   
 
Treasurer Brown presented a proposal for the city to invest $30,000 in 3 separate CDs with Lake Area Bank.  

Discussion ensued and it was decided that the council should study the investment policy FIRST, and then decide 

whether or not to invest in the CDs.  The council would like to hear some alternative investment ideas. 
 



 

 

Councilman Kardashian would like to see some sort of plan for systematically testing water in the city.  He feels 

that there is a disproportionate amount of cancer in the city, but he has no statistics to back it up.  The council has 

informally talked about water testing in the past, but it's time to take some steps to gather information on how 

much it would cost, etc.  How many wells would we test?  Which aquifers would we test?  The council reacted 

favorably and Kardashian will pursue gathering information.  Treasurer Brown offered to help.  Resident Eric 

Meade was in attendance and said there is information on the county website having to do with past testing. 
 
Councilman Feely said there is some fall road work that needs to take place.  The cracks on 64th Street need to get 

filled and will cost approximately $2,400 (1,680 linear feet).   If the crack is over ¼ inch, they grind them out and 

fill them.  If less than ¼ inch, they blow it out and fill it in.  He is also working on the snowplowing contract with 

KEJ.  Ken Johnson would agree to a 2-year contract, $11,000 for the 5 months each year.  April would be billed 

on an hourly basis ($65/hr for small truck and $85/hr for a large truck).  Also, Feely would like to get approval for 

KEJ to do $750 of brush cutting on a nice spring day next March or April.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 

17-62 to approve the fall road work, the snowplowing contract and also the brush clearing next spring.  

Councilman Kardashian seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.   

 
Mayor Bastyr reported that the cell tower lease extension is progressing.  Their attorney appears to be softening 

up and will put language in the lease extension to increase the bonding later in the lease.  The attorney's office in 

Miami has been flooded and won't be back in business until the end of September.   
 
The council discussed the city administrator position and a likely rate.  Bastyr and Pirozzoli had determined that 

the duties could consume approximately 20 hours per month.  The council definitely wants the individual to be 

contract labor versus an employee status. Pirozzoli mentioned that the flow of work does not necessary come at a 

steady stream throughout the year.  She recommended that the contract be set at monthly amount rather than 

hourly as it is difficult to track time when there are numerous small tasks (phone calls, checking email, etc.)  

Councilman Kardashian proposed Motion 17-63 to enter into a contract with Vicki Keating to be the city 

administrator for $400/month.  Mayor Bastyr seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and it passed 4-0.   

 
Pirozzoli reported that a new policy at the school district requires that we be out of the building at 10 PM on 

meeting days.  Discussion ensued as to whether the meetings should begin at 7 PM or 7:30 PM.  Mayor Bastyr 

proposed Motion 17-64 to hold the monthly council meeting from 7:30-10:00 pm on the 1st Tuesday following the 

first Monday of every month.  For 2018, there will be exceptions for January and July, which will be held a week 

later. 

 
Mayor Bastyr presented a proposed letter to Jim and Nancy Ischer notifying them of the council's recent action 

regarding their code violations.  Bastyr also wanted to include the code section that limits the number of cars to be 

parked on a property.  Councilman Feely would rather not include that with the letter as he felt more research on 

the matter needs to be done.  Councilman Kardashian agreed with Feely.  Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-65 to 

include the code section page with the letter.  There was no second to the motion. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 PM.   
 

 


