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MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

October 3, 2017 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely, Kardashian and Kinney, Treasurer Brown, Planning Commission 

Chairperson Jim Malkowski and Administrator Pirozzoli 

 
Minutes of the September meetings were reviewed.  Mayor proposed Motion 17-65 to approve the minutes with 

corrections.  Councilman Feely seconded the request and it passed 4-0.   

 
Invoices for the month were reviewed: 

 Waste Mgmt (recycling)                                           401.86 

T Mobile                                                                     57.49 

ISD#832                                                                      30.00 

Oakdale Fire Dept                                                  1,875.00 

Galowitz Olson PLLC (Aug. legal)                       1,244.50 

Sherrill J. Reid (pick up cat 9/28/17)                          90.00 

Barb Lorinsor (road damage deposit)                    2,000.00 

 

Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-66 to approve the invoices for payments.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and 

it passed 4-0.  There was a quick discussion about whether the sheriff’s deputy should have called Sherrill Reid or just 

called the owner since the ID was on the collar.  The owners were in violation of the “animal at large” portion of the 

animal control ordinance, so it was felt that the Washington Co. sheriff’s department was justified in making that call. 

 
Brian Allen of All Energy Solar briefly described the project that is proposed at the Anker residence (6727 Hilton Trail).  

Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-67 that the council discuss the matter of solar power.  Councilman Kardashian 

seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.  Mayor Bastyr said that he has had a small solar panel down by his lake for many 

years.  It never occurred to him that he would need a building permit, but he wonders NOW how many he could add to his 

property before he would need a building permit.  While he feels we should embrace the new technology that lowers our 

carbon footprint, he DOES feel that we should have input into a project through the permit process.  Discussion centered 

around flush mount, tilt-ups, as well as ground-mounted versions.  Mr. Allen educated the council about the MN law that 

says an allowed variance could be “lack of access to sun light”.  Perhaps the city should consider a conditional use permit.  

Also, the city could put limits on the size of the panels on the roof (can't overhang, etc.).  He told the council that the 

payback is generally 5 to15 years.  The excess energy is sold back to the grid.  Xcel Energy limits a resident to installing 

solar panels to 120% of their energy needs.  Councilman Kardashian said he tends to not like the look of the panels, and is 

fundamentally against the ground-mounted ones.  That being said, he realizes times are changing and he probably needs to 

educate himself more on the matter.  He applauds the progressive thinking by the Ankers.  Councilman Feely thinks we 

need to put some rules in place but will likely have to rule on the Anker permit sooner than that can happen.  Discussion 

ensued about the amount of legislation that the city should have ….... what happens if the neighbor does not like the solar 

panels, or if it reflects into the neighbors’ windows?  It was pointed out that a person might not like the color the neighbor 

paints their house, but they don’t have control over that.  The Council came to the consensus that they could address this 

request before writing and adopting an ordinance.  When the treasurer asked if this request would require a variance, the 

council didn’t feel like it would.  Treasurer Brown also asked about the city outlots being used for a group solar garden.  

Councilman Kardashian stated that he doesn't have an opinion yet but would love to hear a good debate on it.  Brian Allen 

said that we should think of this as an accessory structure.   Most homes have 25 panels (each 18 square feet).  

Councilman Feely proposed Motion 17-68 to approve the permit request (approximately 50 panels) 1,141 square feet of 

flush-mounted panels, all within the confines of the roof, subject to Winmar Architectural approval (approval was given at 

the meeting).  Councilman Kardashian seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.  Brian Adams said that he can send us 

information on writing a new ordinance. 



 
Councilman Feely feels strongly that we need to move forward with an ordinance so we don't get caught off guard the 

next time.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 17-69 to set a 120-day moratorium on approving solar panels so that we 

may study the issue and put an ordinance in place.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Kardashian and it passed 4-

0.   

 
Councilman Feely reported that he had visited with resident Paul Buchmayer about the possibility of tearing down the 

Buchmayer house (on Long Lake Road) in order to build a new residence.  Council discussion indicated that he can tear 

the house down and then rebuild on the footprint of the existing house.  If he wants to do anything bigger, he would have 

to come back to the city.  A demolition permit would be required. 
 
Mayor Bastyr reported that Bill Mogren has been avoiding his phone calls. His business model is not going the way he 

planned, he will be closing out the retail portion of the business, and therefore he cannot afford to keep renting that parcel 

of land.  He would like to continue renting part of the land for $500 / month without any retail nor commercial use permit 

for a 1-year period with automatic subsequent lease periods.  He will keep a few trucks, some sod and black dirt there.  

Councilman Kardashian said he has not been impressed by the upkeep and that at $1,000 / month, we went along with it.  

If now the lease is only $500/month, he probably isn't in favor of it.  Pat Kinney suggested that we propose a 6-month 

lease.  The consensus was that they he probably wouldn't do it because this is his slow season and he would be busiest in 

the spring.  The council discussed the possibility of the contractor using that land as a staging area when the new 

intersection is being constructed at Hadley.  Councilman Kardashian proposed Motion 17-70 to ask for $500/month for 6 

months with month to month after that.  The new lease would reduce the amount of space that he uses and he would be 

required to clean up the unleased area.  Councilman Kinney seconded the motion and stated that he will also look for 

other possible rental uses for that property.  The motion passed 3-0.  (Bastyr voted nay.) 
 
Mayor Bastyr brought the council up to date on the American Tower lease.  Mayor Bastyr has drafted a letter, which he 

read, and the council encouraged him to send it.  If the letter doesn't get results, then he should move up the chain of 

command.  Councilman Kardashian feels that we may need some legal advice (i.e. have attorneys talk to attorneys).  He 

feels that we are out of our realm of what we know/can do.   

 
Mayor Bastyr stated that the Ischer letter was mailed September 12th.   
 
Planning Commission Chairperson Jim Malkowski gave a brief progress update on the work with the comprehensive plan.  

The team is still well-poised to meet the time frame on the update of the plan.  Malkowski has been in frequent 

communication with our consultant, Judie Erickson.  She is working on the questionnaire now and it will likely be sent 

out to residents in the next month or so.   

 
Administrator Pirozzoli mentioned that she had spoken to Vicki Keating about a possible start date, and it looks like that 

could be January 1st.  The council talked briefly about insurance and the possibility of preventing electronic transfers out 

of our bank accounts. 
 
Councilman Kardashian said that he is still researching his idea regarding well-water testing.   

 

The following correspondence was reviewed: 

 

1. Wash. Co. Historical Society – asking for donation 

2. Wash. Co. Community Development Agency – would like to meet with us. 

3. Pipeline awareness summer 2017 publication 

4. Sheriff’s report for September 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:55 P.M. 

 

 

 

 


