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MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

November 7, 2017 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely, Kardashian, Dahl and Kinney, Treasurer Brown and Administrator 

Pirozzoli. 

 
Minutes of the October meetings were reviewed.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 17-71 to approve the minutes.  

Mayor Bastyr seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.   

 
The invoices for the month were reviewed.  

 Waste Mgmt (recycling)                                           438.05 

T Mobile                                                                     57.49 

Galowitz Olson PLLC (legal)                                1,895.25 

Sherrill J. Reid (pick up cat 10/7/17)                         90.00 

Judie Erickson (comp plan)                                   1,305.00 

KEJ (snowplowing)    2,200.00 

LMCIT (Insurance)       (amount still unknown but approx.. $1,100) 

 

 Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-72 to approve the items for payment.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion and it 

passed 5-0. 
 
Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-73 to approve the Joint Powers Agreement with Washington County for 2018 

elections.  Councilman Kardashian seconded the motion and it passed 5-0. 

 
Mayor Bastyr updated the council on the American Tower agreement.  Councilman Kardashian proposed Motion 17-74 to 

approve all that has been proposed by American Tower including the discrepancy in the bond amount for demolition and 

removal (only $100,000 bond which, not immediately, but in time it should be for a higher amount)) subject to an attorney 

reviewing the agreement/amendment (not to exceed 4 hours in fees).  Councilman Dahl seconded the motion.  Mayor 

Bastyr questioned whether our city attorney is in a position to review this type of agreement.  What happens if our city 

attorney doesn't want to touch it.  If she doesn't have anyone to recommend, then we could contact Briggs and Morgan, 

who the city has also used in the past.  Councilman Feely said that we have had the existing agreement with American 

Tower for many years and it has worked just fine.  Why do we need an attorney to look at the amendment to the contract 

when the contract has been working fine?  Resident Eric Mead said he sees a lot of information on the internet about the 

importance of having an attorney review (and perhaps even get involved in the negotiation) of the lease amendment.  Vote 

was taken and passed 3-2 (Kinney, Kardashian and Dahl voted favor and Bastyr and Feely voted Nay).   
 
Mayor Bastyr gave an update on the Mogren leased property.  Mogren is vacating the property and he had a few questions 

about how we would want the gate area left.  Councilman Feely stated that the council wants it back with the full-size 

berm in place (four feet high) and a reflective barrier put back up.  The two posts that he installed can be left in place but 

he should remove the cable.  It was noted that although his lease has expired, there are still a few trucks parked there.  He 

needs to be out of there and have complete restoration by December 1 otherwise he owes the city $1,000 of rent.   He 

won't get his escrow back until next spring when the council can attest to the restoration.   Councilman Dahl inquired as to 

the size of the parcel and Councilman Kardashian responded that it was about an acre.   Councilman Dahl informed the 

Council that if in fact the size of the disturbed area is one acre or more, it will require state NPDES coverage and possible 

watershed district permits as well prior to any land disturbing activities beginning and adhere to those requirements.   He 

added that it is the responsibility of the lessee to obtain all necessary permits to perform the restoration and that the city 

needs to convey these messages to Bill Mogren. Dahl said that he will take a look at the property.   

 



Councilman Kardashian reported that the Ischers have moved the RV and some of the vehicles.  They usually store the RV 

for 6 months of the year.  He has also torn down his temporary structure.  Kardashian is continuing to dialogue with them 

from a Winmar perspective regarding the junk cars.  Ischer said that when he left the council meeting he felt the cars were 

in compliance.  Now he is being told that they are NOT ok because they are in violation of the covenants.   

 
Treasurer Brown led a quick discussion on insurance.  Councilman Kardashian proposed Motion 17-75 to NOT Waive the 

monetary limits on municipal tort liability.  Mayor Bastyr seconded the motion and it passed 5-0. 
 
The council held a discussion on MS4 matters.  The recent activity at the Moran property was discussed and Mayor Bastyr 

had questions about the silt protection.  He thought a barrier needed to be in place until the vegetation was growing.  

Councilman Dahl said that although the perimeter control is important, erosion control is primary and sediment control is 

secondary.  If it's under an acre it does not require a state permit. 
 
Mayor Bastyr reported that he had received a call from someone interested in buying the Zietlow property (Oakdale 

Drive).  The caller was interested in developing that property and Bastyr told him we have a 2 ½ acre minimum.  

Administrator Pirozzoli fielded that question via email on the same property and gave the same answer.   
 
Councilman Kardashian has had conversations with both Francis and Wolak regarding the Wolak cat that Francis 

complains runs at large.  Wolaks are attempting to control where their cat can roam outside. 
 
The council was made aware that there have been numerous recent arrests and illegal activity in the area, particularly a lot 

of break-ins.  Mayor Bastyr wondered if a sheriff’s deputy could come and talk to us. 

 
Mayor Bastyr has spent some time gathering information on renewable energy.  He said that most of the ordinances have a 

combined ordinance with solar and wind and geothermal.  He hasn't gotten very far with the project.  He has reviewed 

Maplewood's ordinance which he feels is very wordy.  Although he would like to keep ours simpler, he recognizes that we 

may not be able to do that.  A suggestion was made that he looks at ordinances for the city of Grant or Lake Elmo.  The 

council was especially interested in matters such as glare and sight easements. 
 
Treasurer Brown reported that he has put the entire city code (as it relates to building and development) into a Word 

document.  He and his wife are in the process of proofreading it.  Mayor Bastyr spoke briefly about the league of MN 

Cities codification services and said that the treasurer’s first step was an important step in the process.   
 
After discussion, it was decided that Mayor Bastyr will work with Administrator Pirozzoli on the contract with Vicki 

Keating.  The question was again raised about insurance for Vicki and what might be required.  Treasurer Brown offered 

to check with the city’s insurance agent and get a feel for what might be required.   
 

The following correspondence was reviewed: 

1. Sheriff’s report for October 

2. Ryan Coddington’s request for feedback (MnDOT) 

3. Ramsey/Washing Recycling & Energy Board – tipping fee changes 

4. Landmark Dividend – possible purchase of cell tower land 

5. Lease Advisors – offer to do a lease evaluation 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:40. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


