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MINUTES OF THE PINE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

December 5, 2017 
 

In attendance were Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely, Dahl and Kinney, Treasurer Brown and Administrator Pirozzoli. 
 
Minutes of the November meeting were reviewed.  Councilman Feely proposed Motion 17-76 to approve the minutes.  

Mayor Bastyr seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.   
 
Steve and Jeanna Warren (5545 Henna Court) were in attendance to request a building permit for an addition to their 

home.  Their plans call for an encroachment into the 20 foot sidelot setback.  After discussion, Councilman Dahl proposed 

Motion 17-77 to approve the request and to hold the required public hearing at the January 9th meeting.   Mayor Bastyr 

seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.  Councilman Dahl said that the contractor should do some preventative perimeter 

control.   Administrative Pirozzoli will send Warrens some MS4 education information. 
 
Mayor Bastyr brought the council up to date on the American Tower proposed lease amendment.  Treasurer Brown 

clarified with the mayor that the city is not on a time table right now.  In the mayor's opinion, there doesn't appear to be a 

deadline.  Mayor Bastyr did some calling after last month’s meeting to inquire about a lawyer that would be 

knowledgeable in tower matters.  Steve Carlson's name came up a couple times, and he was also recommended by Garrett 

Lysiak, who has served as a consultant for the city on tower matters.  The council spent time going through Attorney 

Carlson's correspondence, paragraph by paragraph, discussing his points of concern with the lease amendment.      After 

discussion, Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-78 to instruct attorney Carlson on the following changes: 

 

• To re-write amendment paragraph #4 to give the city control in limiting the uses of the land to communication-

related purposes and to fully adhere to Ordinance 21 of the City of Pine Springs   

• To delete the requirement that the city is obligated to issue permits or licenses to American Tower for whatever 

use they wish to use the property.   

• Regarding insurance, to add language that would have American Tower indemnify and hold the City harmless for 

any damages of their operations.    

• To require American Tower to provide notices of assignment.   

• And lastly, in paragraph #2, in addition to terms, to define the DATES of the terms.  
  

Councilman Dahl seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.  There was a quick discussion about the cost of the attorney and 

the council felt that an additional four hours would likely cover the work involved. 
 
Mayor Bastyr updated the council on the Mogren lease.  Mayor Bastyr passed along the council's decision from last 

month's meeting to Mr. Mogren.  After a recent inspection, Mayor Bastyr was happy to report that he is extremely 

satisfied with what Mogren has accomplished.  There is a potential problem.  Evidently, the amount of land he used / 

disturbed might be MORE than an acre.  If it is an acre or more, he needed to have a state permit to do the clean-up and 

perhaps even a VBWD permit, which is what Councilman Dahl had suggested at the November meeting.   Councilman 

Dahl said that it had been graded, seeded, and there was a perimeter control.  It looked like it was done properly but still 

needed to be stabilized.  Upon looking online, he noted that a permit had not been pulled.  Typically, there will be some 

correction actions that will need to take place, such as stabilization.  The responsibility fell with the lessee (Mogren) and 

NOT the city.  Councilman Kinney said that the Mogrens are a hard-working family that likely didn't know about the 

requirement.  Dahl clarified that the city is required to tell people that a state NPDES permit is required, but it cannot 

ensure that they obtain one.  The City's MS4 requirements have to be at least as stringent as the State's requirements are.  

Dahl also stated that implementing the City's MS4 program is best done on a consistent basis.  



Mayor Bastyr walked through the council through the agreement that Vicki Keating has said she will sign on Dec. 6th.    

Mayor Bastyr proposed Motion 17-79 to approve the contract.  Councilman Feely seconded the motion.  Treasurer Brown 

inquired about the address and Mayor Bastyr said that he will use his home address until a PO Box has been assigned.  He 

also said that Keating will provide proof of liability insurance.  A quick discussion ensued as to what assets and files 

would be transferred to the new location.  It was determined that the file cabinets should lock.  Pirozzoli will check to see 

if the five-drawer file that she has is lockable.  The vote was taken and the motion passed 4-0.   
 
A new election law passed this past year requires the City to designate a polling location by Dec. 31 for the 2018 election.   

Mayor Bastyr proposed Resolution 17-80 to approve the polling location (O.H. Anderson School).  Councilman Feely 

seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.   

 
Councilman Dahl had provided Administrator Pirozzoli with some MS4 education which she will post on the bulletin 

board and also send out via email. 
 
The following correspondence was reviewed: 

 

1. Sheriff’s report for November 

2. City of North St. Paul – Wellhead Protection Plan notice of Intent and Workplan 

3. Wash. Co. – appointments to VBWD 

 
Treasurer Brown passed out his draft copy of procedures for applying for variances and permits so it could be reviewed 

before next month's meeting.  The suggestion was made that the matter should be towards the top of the January agenda 

since the council has not had time to work on it the past several months. 
 
The question was raised on whether it would make sense to have a VBWD rep to come to a meeting once in a while?   
 
The invoices for the month were reviewed. 

 Waste Mgmt (recycling)                                           401.86 

T Mobile                                                                     57.49 

KEJ (snowplowing)    2,200.00 

LMCIT (Insurance)           1,045.00 

 Checks reorder                                                approx. $110 (wait until after Jan. meeting) 

 

Motion 17-81 was proposed by Mayor Bastyr to approve the invoices for payment.  Councilman Kinney seconded the 

motion and it passed 4-0.   

 

Councilman Dahl said that he is unhappy with the snowplowing and detailed the problems that he has had in his cul-de-

sac.   Councilman Feely will work with Ken Johnson and his driver until the matter is resolved.  

  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:35  PM 

 

 

 


