
 
CITY OF PINE SPRINGS 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MARCH 6, 2018 

 

 
 
 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Bastyr, Council men Dahl, Kinney, and Clerk-Vickie Keating. 
 
 
The meeting was called to order and began with the pledge of allegiance.  
 
 
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 13, 2018 MEETING 
 
A motion to approve the February minutes was made by Kinney, seconded by the 
mayor and the minutes were approved.  (18-15) 
 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR MARCH, 2018 
 
The expense and revenue sheet was presented to the Council by the clerk, due to the 
absence of treasurer.  The expenses were reviewed by the mayor and a motion was 
made by the mayor to approve the expense items for payment.  Kinney seconded the 
motion and the bills were approved.  (18-16) 
 
 
NANCY AND JIM ISCHER DRIVEWAY PERMIT 
 
Nancy and Jim Ischer are requesting a permit for a driveway onto 64th street.  The 
request states that the driveway can be completed in grass, gravel or asphalt at the 
discretion of the owner.  They do not know what type of driveway will be installed at this 
time. 
 
Jim Isher presented his blue prints from 30 years ago and does not understand what 
has changed since that time. 
 
The mayor explained that a driveway permit requires a special use permit which needs 
a public hearing and signatures from the neighbors.  Nancy Ischer does not understand 
why this process is necessary when they have been using the area for 30 years.  It was 
explained that the process is necessary because they are requesting a permit to 
improve the driveway.   
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The process was explained again as a public hearing request to improve the driveway 
that needed permission from the neighbors.   
 
In October of 2017 Jim Ischer applied for a permit that was turned down due to the 
number of vehicles and the RV stored on the property.  The mayor asked Jim Ischer if 
he wanted to leave the application stand as is or change it before proceeding with the 
process. 
 
After much discussion, the mayor suggested a better diagram of the improved driveway 
showing the approach to the street.  The grade surface, improvement and location 
should be on the diagram. 
 
The mayor moved to give the permit back to the Ischer’s so it can be fine-tuned, they 
will redo the diagram, show the improvement to the approach of the street, 
understanding that if there is damage to the streets a deposit may be required by the 
City.  Dahl seconded the motion and the motion passed.  (18-17)  Jim and Nancy Ischer 
withdrew the current application for the driveway. 
 
 
AMERICAN TOWER UPDATE 
 
The mayor explained that the wording in the contract with American Tower needed 
some readjustment.  Paragraph 4 had some items that needed review and a few items 
were added.  The mayor will email Kinney, Dahl and Kardashian the proposed version 
of the contract. 
 
American Tower will be reviewing the situation before the next meeting with the mayor 
and he will keep the Council informed about any changes made before the April 
meeting. 
 
 
ANIMAL CONTROL 
 
At the present time, the county is contacting Woodbury Animal Shelter concerning a 
place to take animals that are found in the cities.  There has not been a definite answer 
from the shelter at the present time but as the information becomes available, the City 
will be informed. 
 
Dahl suggested a note on the website to the residents explaining that the City does not 
have a place to take animals that are found without tags and encourage all residents to 
put tags with phone numbers on their animals. 
 
The mayor will contact the webmaster and put this on the website. 
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UPDATE ON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
Jim Malkowski, chair of the Planning Commission, will go through the returned survey’s 
and report back to the Council in April with the results.  
 
There are three chapters that need review in the Comp Plan, but the target is October 
for the public hearing.  
 
 
SHERIFF’S REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 
 
The mayor reviewed the sheriff’s report for February.   
 
 
PETERSON’S SOLAR PERMIT 
 
The mayor read the February minutes concerning the Peterson’ solar permit that was 
tabled until the March meeting. 
 
Kinney did look at the house which is surrounded by pine trees and he thought some of 
the trees would need to be removed for the solar panels to work correctly. 
 
Eric Mead explained that the light will be enough with the solar panels even though the 
pine trees are blocking some light.  Direct sunlight isn’t a problem with the new and 
improved solar panels and they are more efficient than they were in the past. 
 
The architectural committee approved the plan for the Peterson’s and the report from 
the committee was sent to the company with the permit. 
 
The mayor will call the contractor and the building inspector concerning the approval 
from the architectural committee. 
 
A motion to approve the Peterson’s Solar Panel Permit was made by the mayor as it 
has been presented to the City on the basis that the City is treating it as a building 
alteration, and is to be flush with the roof of the house.  Also, the Peterson’s and the 
building inspector will be informed about the MS4 requirements concerning the permit.  
The motion was seconded by Kinney and the motion passed.  (18-18) 
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BOSSERT BUILDING 
 
Mr. Bossert’s proposed building is not attached to the house, so he applied for a 
variance, however, an accessory building needs a setback of 6 feet.  Due to this 
requirement Mr. Bossert did not need a variance. 
 
The Architectural Committee has reviewed and rejected the design of the building 
presented by Mr. Bossert.  The Bossert plans were subject to the approval of the 
Architectural Committee so no action was needed at this time. 
 
Eric Mead explained the history of the Architectural Committee and what they look for 
when plans are submitted plus they are required to stay in compliance with City 
ordinances. 
 
 
RESOLUTION FOR MN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 
The mayor read the proposed resolution for the Department of Transportation, however, 
the Council would like to review the proposal before approving the resolution. 
 
A motion to table the resolution was made by the mayor and seconded by Dahl.  The 
motion passed.  (18-19) 
 
 
ANKER RV 
 
The mayor visited Mr. Anker and he has agreed to move the RV to the spot specified in 
the conditional use permit. 
 
 
SNOWPLOWING 
 
Kardashian received a complaint from someone using a 4-wheeler to clean up snow by 
moving it across the street.  
 
The question was concerning an ordinance about moving the snow to another driveway, 
which could cause drainage issues for the City and resident.  However, there is not an 
ordinance to cover this problem. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:19 p.m. 
 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
       Victoria R. Keating 
       Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


