
 

 

 

CITY OF PINE SPRINGS 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2019 

 

 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Bastyr, Councilmen Feely, Kardashian, Dahl and Kinney along with  

  Treasurer-Jason Kuchar and Administrator-Vickie Keating. 

 

 

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Mayor Bastyr read the agenda and added Southwest Quadrant and Happenings under Old 

Business. 

 

MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 6, 2019 MEETING 

 

Mayor Bastyr moved to approve the minutes as pre-read, Feely seconded the motion and the 

minutes were approved.  (19-36) 

 

APPROVAL OF THE BILLS 

 

Mayor Bastyr moved to approve the bills.  Feely seconded the motion and the bills were 

approved.  (19-37) 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

The neighbors informed the Council that someone removed the Henna Court and Viking street 

sign, however, the pole was left in place. 

 

Feely will order some new signs for the streets. 

 

VIET-HANH ORDINANCES 

 

Lauran and Viet-Hanh investigated the ordinances for Pine Springs and discovered that the 

League of Minnesota Cities will update the ordinances for $880.00.  They offer the livable and 

basic reconstruction of ordinances which Pine Springs fits into as long as they request the basic. 

After the League sends the new ordinances to the City Council, the Council can review them and 

add any ordinances they feel should be included in the revision.  Viet-Hanh will make some 

recommendations to put in the ordinance information. 

 

Kinney asked if the League would take the city ordinances and mold them into a basic code.  

Viet-Hanh said they will do whatever the council requests. 

 

Kinney feels the ordinances do need to be reviewed and brought up to date. 
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Dahl suggested using the League to review and update the ordinances and having Viet-Hanh 

review the ordinance information when it is returned to the City from the League to ensure that 

all aspects of the ordinances will be covered and included in the new format.  

 

Mayor Bastyr suggested contacting the League and inviting them to attend the October meeting.  

He would like to have a volunteer committee review the ordinances and have a chairman to lead 

the volunteers.  Mayor Bastyr will contact Karen and ask if she is interested in this project.   

 

FRANK’S PROPOSAL 

 

Kardashian explained that a motion was made in August to have Viet-Hanh give the City 

Council guidance on the proposal made by Frank. 

 

Kardashian suggested Council members meet with Viet-Hanh to discuss the ordinances involved 

in the proposal.  After this meeting a presentation can be made explaining the Cities 

recommendations. Kardashian explained that he had a phone conversation with Viet-Hanh and 

presented both sides of the proposal along with his concerns plus he provided Frank’s counter 

arguments, however, this was a phone conversation.   

 

Kinney explained that in August a motion was made requiring legal advice from Viet-Hanh. 

 

Viet-Hanh will review the information and make recommendations to the City according to the 

state statutes and City Ordinances.   

 

Kinney then asked about the cost of the investigation into the ordinances and statutes concerning 

this issue.  Viet-Hanh said it would possibly be a two-hour project, maybe three depending on 

the length of time the initial meeting.  The recommendation would be in writing and could be a 4 

to 5-hour process. 

 

Kardashian moved to have Feely collect the material along with any material that Frank can 

provide, and they will meet with Viet-Hanh and present the information.  Kinney seconded the 

motion.   

 

Dahl suggested that if there is any new information, it be brought to the Council and provide 

Viet-Hanh with the three letters from 2017 and 2019. 

 

More dialogue from Frank will be accepted to be presented to Viet-Hanh.  Frank asked about the 

length of time to provide this information to the firm.  Viet-Hanh explained that the information 

should be supplied within the next two weeks. 

 

The motion passed with the Mayor abstaining from the vote. (19-37) 
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ZAHHO’S RENTAL 

 

The Mayor explained that Mr. Zahhos sent an email on August 30th saying his attorney will 

respond to the letter from the City. 

 

The Mayor will send a letter back to Mr. Zahhos explaining the City will be moving forward if 

there is no response by a certain date. 

 

There will be a penalty, timeline with the violation presented in the ordinance, corrective action, 

monetary action, response date and appeal process will be included in the correspondence with 

Mr. Zahhos. 

 

2020 BUDGET 

 

Jason and the Mayor met to work on the budget that was handed out to the Council.  The budget 

showed the increase in expenses and the revenue due to the City. 

 

Mayor Bastyr moved to set the 2020 budget with a $60,000 levy for 2020.  Kardashian seconded 

the motion and the budget was approved.  (19-38) 

 

SNOWPLOWING 

 

Feely discussed a two-year contract with Ken Johnson increasing the amount by approximately 

$50.00 a month for each year.  Feely made the motion to accept the contract with Ken Johnson as 

presented.  Kardashian seconded the motion. 

 

Dahl would like to see the details of the contract prior to voting on the contract and mentioned 

that snowplowing has always been the #1 complaint in the City and this would be an opportunity 

to address some of those concerns.  Kinney would like a one-year contract instead of two. 

 

Bastyr, Feely and Kardashian voted to approve the two-year contract with Ken Johnson 

including the $50.00 a month increase. Kinney and Dahl voted against the motion.  The motion 

passed. 

(19-39) 

 

FIRE CONTRACT 

 

Mayor Bastyr moved to approve the contract as written with the Oakdale Fire Department.  

Kardashian seconded the motion and the motion passed.  (19-40) 

 

 

 

 



City of Pine Springs 
Council Meeting 
September 3, 2019 
Page 4 
 

 

 

SOUTHWEST QUADRIANT 

 

Paul Ranke, mayor of Oakdale has presented a proposal to purchase the Southwest Quadrant that 

includes a quality development, a PUD as the City wishes, and they will pay for city water from 

Oakdale.  This is a personal transaction from Mr. Ranke. 

 

Mayor Bastyr would like permission to stay in possession of the property at the present time.  

 

There is a possibility of a special meeting on this property and the Zahho’s Rental on September 

17th, 2019 at the Mayor’s house if necessary. 

 

The meeting recessed at 10:14 p.m.   

 

There was no meeting held on September 17th, 2019, so the meeting was adjourned. 

 

      Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

      Victoria R. Keating 

      Administrator 

 


