
 
CITY OF PINE SPRINGS 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
FEBRUARY 13, 2018 

 

 
 
 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Bastyr, council members, Brandon Dahl, Pat Kinney, treasurer- 
  Gary Brown and Clerk Vickie Keating. 
 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 2018 MEETING 
 
The mayor made a motion to approve the January minutes, Kinney seconded the 
motion and the minutes were approved.  (18-8) 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS 
 
The mayor moved to approve the bills for February, Kinney seconded the motion and 
the bills were approved.  (18-9) 
 
AMERICAN TOWER UPDATE 
 
The mayor has not received confirmation on the time for the conference call that will 
take place with American Tower concerning the items in paragraph 4 on the contract. 
 
No time line has been set concerning this issue with American Tower, however, an 
amendment to the contract will take place after an agreement is reached. 
 
ANKER RV PARKING 
 
The RV on the Anker property was moved to allow the installation of the solar panels on 
the house.   Mr. Anker has not moved the RV to the allowed parking space since the 
completion of the work and the neighbors are not happy about the view of the vehicle. 
 
The City allowed the RV to be parked in a certain spot according to the conditional use 
permit issued.  The mayor contacted Mr. Anker and asked him to move the vehicle and 
comply with the conditional use permit that was allowed by the City.  Mr. Anker does not 
believe he has a conditional use permit, so this will be reviewed in the minutes for the 
next meeting. 
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UPDATE ON THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
The mayor mailed the survey’s yesterday, and the residents have two weeks to respond 
to the survey before the committee starts working on them. 
 
SHERIFF’S REPORT FOR JANUARY 
 
There was no discussion on the January sheriff’s report at the meeting. 
 
SNOW PLOW OPTIONS 
 
Dahl discussed the large snow piles in the City with Feely.  Feely will address this with 
the contractor when he returns.   
 
Dahl asked the driver not to pile the snow on his property and he installed a snow fence 
to help with the snow piles, however, the driver piled the snow on his fence and the 
utility box.   The plow went right over the snow fence and all the poles are bent. 
 
Dahl would like to consider other contractors for the plowing in the future.  The mayor 
explained the City can go out for bids in the future, however, this season they have 
already signed a contract. 
 
After much discussion the Council decided to table the issue until Feely returns.  
 
OPEN HOUSE ON HADLEY AND 36 MEETING 
 
Dahl attended the meeting and explained there was no formal discussion at the 
meeting.  A video was playing, and engineers were available to answer any questions 
on the project. 
 
PETERSON SOLAR PROJECT 
 
The Peterson’s, owners of the first house north of 62nd street, have applied for a permit 
to install solar panels on the roof of their house like the ones allowed on the Anker’s 
house.  These panels were flush to the roof and not self-mounted on the ground.   
 
Most solar ordinances require the flat roof top while some ordinances allow angles.  
Specific requirements and variance issues are necessary if the panels are ground 
mounted. 
 
The plan given to the building inspector by the Peterson’s, shows flush panels with the 
roof that cannot be seen from the street, however, the neighbor on 62nd would be able 
to view the panels. 
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There was a moratorium on the solar panels adopted on October 3, approved in the 
November, 2017 minutes.  The minutes required a 120-day moratorium on solar panels.  
 
The mayor would like to review this permit for another 30 days, discuss it with the 
Architectural committee, and request approval from that committee. 
 
The permit needs architectural approval before the building inspector can sign off on the 
building permit.  This will not allow the Council to act on the permit until the March 
meeting. 
 
Kinney moved to extend the moratorium an additional 60 days, a total of 180 days 
through April 3, 2018, giving the Council time to connect with the contractor that 
installed the previous solar system and time to draft a solar ordinance for the City. 
Dahl seconded the motion.  The motion did not pass.  (18-10) 
 
Kinney made a second motion to change the 60 days to 120 days giving the City time to 
research the solar panel information and draft a city ordinance.  During this time advice 
from the contractor can be obtained if needed, the City will have 60 days to research the 
issue and the Architectural Committee can approve the installation of the panels.  Dahl 
seconded the motion. 
 
Dahl then recinded the second on the motion. (18-11) 
 
The mayor made the motion to approve this solar project with architectural approval, in 
the same fashion that the City approved the Anker’s and added another 120-day 
moratorium on solar panel installation in the City of Pine Springs.  Dahl seconded the 
motion. 
 
The motion was withdrawn by the mayor. (18-12) 
 
The mayor moved to table this solar permit until the March meeting, giving the City time 
to send the plans to the Architectural Committee for review.  The City can decide in 
March if a moratorium will be put in place for the installation of solar panels.  Kinney 
seconded the motion. 
 
The mayor recinded this motion.  (18-13) 
 
The mayor moved to table the Peterson solar permit until the March meeting, plans will 
be sent out to the Architectural Committee for immediate review, adding a moratorium 
on solar panel installation until the City has a solar energy ordinance in place.  
Kinney seconded this motion and the motion passed.  (18-14) 
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ANIMAL CONTROL 
 
The City has approximately 22 animal licenses issued to residents.  Some cities are 
discontinuing the licenses and animal control. 
 
Sherrill Reid is working on the animal control issue and will report back to the City as 
soon as she has new information concerning the care of the animals. 
 
JOHN ERICKSON 
 
Mr. Erickson is considering purchasing the house on 64th street that was formally owned 
by John Dwyer.  Mr. Erickson would like to build a garage on the property and have 
access off the back side of the lot.  Mr. Dwyer also asked for permission to build an 
accessory building with access from the back side but was turned down by the City. 
 
The Architectural Committee would need to review the information on this project and 
the City would be required to vacate the road on the back side of the property. 
 
BOSSERT BUILDING 
 
There is nothing new on the Bossert building.  
 
TREASURER BROWN – YEAR END 
 
Brown handed out the activity report for the year of 2017 and answered questions 
concerning the income and expenses.   
 
Attached is the New Finance Transaction Activity report generated by Brown that will be 
handed out at each Council Meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:16 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
      Victoria R. Keating 
      Administrator 
 
 
 
 


